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Description/Overview: 
The Editors of the Journal of Nursing Scholarship and Worldviews on Evidence-Based Nursing, both well-
published nurse researchers will present this session on getting published. The presentation will cover 
tips for planning and writing manuscripts, including deciding on the kind of manuscript, following author 
guidelines, formatting, and thinking about target audience. 
Abstract Text: 
The Editor of Worldviews on Evidence Based Nursing and an Associate Editor of the Journal of Nursing 
Scholarship, both well-published nurse researchers will present this session on getting published. The 
presentation will start with defining what is a publishable manuscript? The presentation will then cover tips 
for planning and writing manuscripts for authors of all levels of experience, including deciding on the kind 
of manuscript, following author guidelines, formatting, and thinking about target audience. A typical 
outline of a databased paper will be reviewed. The presenters will discuss problems and common pitfalls 
often encountered by authors and how to avoid or address them effectively when writing a manuscript. 
This will include titles that don’t match, structured abstracts, literature reviews, standards for reporting, 
validity and reliability, tables and figures, discussions that don’t relate to the findings, and incomplete, old, 
or incorrectly formatted reference lists. Some tips for writing in teams will be covered, including how to set 
expectations and what constitutes being an author on a manuscript. Novice writers will be encouraged to 
find a writing mentor. The peer review process will be discussed. Presenters will summarize the three 
potential outcomes of submitting a manuscript (accept, revise and resubmit, and reject). Typical reasons 
for rejections will be discussed, as well as common emotions experienced by authors when they receive 
this news. Next the presenters will cover typical reasons for revising, and the importance of paying 
attention to the reviewers concerns. The presenters will cover strategies for resubmitting, including writing 
a cover letter, highlighting changes made, and meeting the resubmission deadline requested. The 
presenters will also speak about ethical issues related to writing and publishing manuscripts including 
authorship, duplicate publication, and conflicts of interest. Persistence will be encouraged as the key to 
success in getting published. A few helpful resources will be provided to the participants. 
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Content Outline: 
1. The learner will be able to state 2 problems/pitfalls commonly faced by authors and describe how to 
effectively address them. 

a. Content previously covered 

b. Author guidelines 

c. Setting 

d. Authorship not clear 

e. Matching titles and articles 

f. Clear concise abstracts 



g. Literature review 

h. Reliability and validity 

i. Table and figures 

j. discussion not related to finding 

k. References 

2. The learner will be able to discuss 2 typical reasons for revising a manuscript and 2 typical reasons 
that manuscripts get rejected. 

a. Content not new 

b. Similar papers published 

c. Content too specialized or not specialized enough 

d. Writing style not clear 

e. Poor writing, logic or flow 

f. Does not fit journal 

g. Poor evidence/Lit review 

h. Inadequate description of data collection and analysis 

i. Redundancy Revision 

ia. Too much information 

ib. Content suited to another journal 

ic. Too little information 

id. Inaccurate information 

ie. Disorganized 

if. Structural problems 
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Professional Experience: I have created an evidence-based practice model (ARCC) in acute and 
community settings. As well, I have co-edited a book on EBP "Evidence-Based Practice in Nursing & 
Healthcare. A Guide to Best Practice and have published numerous articles on evidence-based practice. I 
have also co-edited a book on Intervention Research titled: Designing, Conducting, Analyzing and 
Funding Intervention Research. A Practical Guide for Success. I also co-edited a book on child and 
adolescent mental health entitled: A Practical Guide to Child and Adolescent Mental Health Screening, 
Early Intervention, and Health Promotion. I am editor to the journal, Worldviews on Evidence-based 
Nursing. In addition, I have led national and international initiatives in evidence-based practice. Improving 
practice and patient outcomes through the use of evidence is central to my work as a researcher, 
educator and practitioner.  
Author Summary: Bernadette Mazurek Melnyk – recognized nationally/globally for her research-based 
and innovative approaches to a wide range of health care challenges – is Vice President for Health 
Promotion, University Chief Wellness Officer, and Professor and Dean of the College of Nursing at The 
Ohio State University. Also a professor of pediatrics and psychiatry at OSU’s College of Medicine, Dr. 
Melnyk’s expertise spans evidence-based practice, intervention research, child and adolescent mental 
health, and health and wellness. 
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Professional Experience: Dr. Anderson is Professor and Head of School of Nursing and Midwifery, 
Griffith University. She served as Regional Chapter Coordinator for Oceania Region and was the 
inaugural President of Phi Delta Chapter, chapter number 482. She has over twenty years experience in 
nursing practices including Director of Research and Coordinator of Nurse Practitioner Program-QUT and 
has presented her research globally. She was a nurse scholar in Geneva at WHO working with the Chief 
Nursing Scientist and the Strategic Directions for Nursing and Midwifery(SDNM)2010-2015.She 
presented SDNM - WHO 12th Global Advisory Group for Nursing and Midwifery Development in 2009 - 
Switzerland and WHO Collaborating Centres for Nursing and Midwifery Conference on Primary Health 
Care in Brazil, 2010. She received an Australian Academy of Science, Japanese Society for the 
Promotion of Science Invitational Research Fellowship.  
Author Summary: Dr. Anderson is Professor and Head of School of Nursing and Midwifery, Griffith 
University. She was Regional Chapter Coordinator for Oceania Region and the inaugural President of Phi 
Delta Chapter. She was a nurse scholar in Geneva at WHO working with the Chief Nursing Scientist and 
the Strategic Directions for Nursing and Midwifery(SDNM)2010-2015. Her research has been presented 
globally. 

 


