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 Presenter – Indra Hershorin PhD, RN, CNE

 Learner Objectives:

1. The learner will be able to discuss how the Internet 
impact nursing students learning in the classroom.

2. The learner will be able to develop an eHealth wiki  
assignment for nursing students. 

There is no conflict of interest with my employer Barry 
University. 
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Disclosure



 The millennials are between 20 and 35 years old and 
they haven’t lived a day of life without the internet. 

 College students in the healthcare professions have 
unprecedented access to the internet.
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The “Millennial Generation” of 
College Students



 8 out of 10 Internet users look online for health 
information.

 Next to checking email and using search engines it is 
the third most popular Web activity.
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The Internet and 
Health care
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Technology in the Classroom

 From overhead projectors to digital projectors.

 Technology plays a critical role in teaching and learning.

 The Internet makes obtaining, processing, and understanding 
health information a critical competency area for nursing students.



 Helps to prepare students for the electronic workplace 
(Stephens-Lee & Wilson,  2013).

 The internet is a valuable tool for providing students with 
information about health related topic (Robb, & 
Shellenbarger,  2014). 

 Nurses as well as nursing students need to be 
knowledgeable about online health information (Hallila,  
Zubaidi, Ghamdi, & Alexander, 2014). 

 Consider learner characteristics of the millennial 
generation. 
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Why Internet Assignments in the 
Classroom?



 Computers are NOT technology (Frand, 2000).
Computers and the Internet are an assumed part of life.
 Staying connected is essential.
Smart phones and computers ensure millennials remain connected 
anyplace and anytime.

 Technology has increased levels of interconnection 
among millennials.

 Team-Oriented (Howe & Strauss, 2007). 
Students  expect team teaching, team assignments, and team 
grading.
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Millennials, Technology, and 
Teamwork



 Faculty should consider incorporating learning 
activities that help students develop the skills, 
knowledge, and confidence to locate and evaluate 
information on the internet (Robb, & Shellenbarger, 
2014).

 The purpose of the assignment was to provide 
students with opportunities for accessing electronic 
health (eHealth) information and sharing of the 
information or resources in the classroom. 
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Purpose of the eHealth Assignment



 eHealth emerged early in the 21st century.

 Electronic information and communication technology.

 Provide valuable information on disease conditions, health 
assessment, treatment options, preventive measures.

 The digital patient is tech-savvy and look for health information 
online. 
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eHealth 



 Students were required to conduct an online search 
and select an article related to the topic assigned. 

 Build a wiki page on the course management system.

 Rubric provided.

 Presentation in class.

 The CRAPP Test to evaluate information from the 
Internet.
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Method



 Evaluating Information – Applying the CRAAP Test 
Meriam Library California State University, Chico 

 Currency

 Relevance

 Authority

 Accuracy

 Purpose
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The CRAAP Test
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Participants

 Convenience sample.

 30 students enrolled in an undergraduate nursing 
course. 

 87% less than 30 years of age.

 Students were assigned to one of eight groups.

 Each group had 3 or 4 students.



 Conditions seen in clinical

 Personal health.

 Wanted to know more about the topic.

 Know a child with the diagnosis.
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Article Selection



Students Wiki
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Students WIKI
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 End of semester 5-item Questionnaire. 

 The eHealth Report assignment helped me with learning more about the topic.

 5 4 3 2 1

 The online format for the eHealth Report assignment was easy to use.

 5 4 3 2 1

 The eHealth Report assignment adds to my skills, knowledge, and confidence in locating and 
evaluating information from the internet

 5 4 3 2 1

 The group assignment allowed for collaboration, teamwork, and sharing of information.

 5 4 3 2 1

 I would recommend the eHealth Report assignment for future nursing students 

 5 4 3 2 1


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Evaluation
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Findings

 100 % of students reported that the eHealth assignment 
allowed for creativity, collaboration, and teamwork.

 100% of the students communicated that the assignment 
added to their skills, confidence in locating, and evaluating 
information from the Internet.

 97% of the students found the assignment helpful in learning 
about the concepts. 

 100% of the students found the online format easy to use.

 100% of students would recommend the eHealth assignment 
for future students.



 Millennials enjoy group assignment. They are team oriented.

 They are tech savvy and use technology to connect with a 
greater number of people, more frequently, and in real time. 

 The development of the eHealth Wiki report allowed for 
creativity, collaboration, and teamwork.
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Implications
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Conclusion

 The Internet is a valuable tool used by students to 
provide them with important information on 
healthcare related topics that may ultimately impact 
their practices as Registered Nurses.

 Using digital technologies such as wikis in the 
classroom and online search for healthcare 
information empowers students to take an active role 
in their learning allowing them to gain a deeper 
understanding of the concepts. 
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Questions
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