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Objectives

• Describe how an undergraduate honors program 
can enable an academic and practice partnership 
to simultaneously:
– Teach EBP

– Impact care at the systems level

• Describe key facilitators to successful honors 
projects and experiences
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Background: Undergraduate Honors Research 
Program

Identify candidates during junior year of the 
baccalaureate nursing (BSN) program, based on:

– Student performance

– Area of research interest

• Clinical

• Educational

– Mentor availability

• Individual student(s)

• Cohort
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Facilitators to Successful Honors Projects 
& Experiences

✔Academic and Practice Partnership for Honors Research

– Include students in meetings and discussions on quality 
improvement

– Support students’ research from conceptualization 
to dissemination

✔Communication 

– Among team members, faculty, and the study site 

✔Training Requirements for IRB 

– Already completed during the research course in the 
BSN program
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Facilitators to Successful Honors Projects 
& Experiences

✔Assistance with Essential Study Processes

– Generate the list of cases to review

– Secure the list at the study site

– Reserve a secure area for data collection

✔Access to Statistician 

– Ongoing discussion during instrument development, 
data collection, analysis, and interpretation of results

✔Access to Secure, Online, Data Capture Software & Support

✔Ongoing support from faculty and school
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Summary
The undergraduate honors research program is a win—win for 
academe and practice, preparing students for EBP at the 
systems level while simultaneously impacting patient care.

Students gain experience in:

– Generating and translating evidence 

– Formulating and disseminating implications

Practice gains evidence to: 

– Support and inform changes in policy and/or education

– Gauge the impact of improvements
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Questions

Additional Information

Amy Hagedorn Wonder PhD, RN  
awonder@iu.edu
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