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BACKGROUND Figure 1. Fertility Questionnaire

® Ab U Sed WO m e n expe rl e n Ce a. WI d e ran g e Of adve rse :E:]t?::'t:i:fk?fza;;:;:;uz?om hoTM wor.nen.make decisions about when to have children, how IT*mn'gpr children to have, and use of birth NO YES 66

] ] F1i Thinking about your relationship with {(name of abuser ), did you DISCUSS the NUMBER of CHIL- | O 1 66

health Consequences’ IﬂClUdIng poor mental health and F2i E?Z:Itiosgglj;zdnt;nrs:f;children wanted, did you AGREE on the number of children? 0 1 66

i m p al red rep ro d u Ct I Ve h eal t h ] F3i If yes to AGREE c:-n.number of children, did \.,fc:-u AGREE on tim-e bet.ween pregnancies? 0 1 66

L . ] F4i When you were with { } did you DISCUSS using birth control (BC}? 0 1 66

) Women ,S I aC k Of fertl | Ity C O n tro I In an abUSIVe F5i IF yes to DISCUSS, did you AGREE on type of birth control (condoms, pills, other)? 0 1 66

. . . F6i When you were with ( ), was birth control ever used? 0 1 66

relatIOnSh I p IS Com mon . FZ7i If yes to birth control, who made the decision on type? 1=Abuser; 2=Woman; 3=Joint Code= 66

» Although the association between intimate partner abuse oDy cver st reararEbecetee T woadmat el yes o i ot contet — =

(IPV) and women’s poor mental health tunctioning is well T Wereyor v e o e ST — =

documented, it remains unclear whether women’s mental F1zi__| Were you ever abused when you used birth control? o [T [
health functioning is linked with compromised fertility Tinking a5 e PREGNANGIES you hd o (rame of s ;

C O n t r O I . P2i How man: of the pregnancie:with were planned':r‘ 66

* Women'’s fertility control affects pregnancy outcomes, I D T e T -

eS peCiaI Iy i n an abusive relationSh i p ] P4i How many of the pregnancies with - ended in a premature (born too soon) baby? 66

. . . . . ] ] P6i If yes to premature baby, do you think the baby was born too soon because of abuse? 0 1 66

(] EXIStI ng StUd IeS elther fOCUS mal n Iy On the aSSOCIatlonS P?i How man\..r of.the pregnanci.es with . ended in stillbirth (born dead)? 66

between fertility control and unintended pregnancy or o1 Tiws amy pregmances ended i scarage (o e By =

examine fertility control as a mediating rather than an Ty ST g T e —

i n d e pe n d e nt faCtO r. P12i If yes to abortion(s), who made the decision to have the abortion? 1=Abuser; 2=Woman; 3=Joint Code= 66

o Fertility control has not been examined in relationship to
other adverse pregnancy outcomes, such as
premature birth.

PURPOSE

r ‘- .
RESULTS

Study I:
Poor mental health | Unintended pregnancy  Women who reported a pregnancy related to the abuser not
Women's Safety Miscarriage using birth control were 28 times more likely to have had a

miscarriage related to abuse (Odds Ratio = 28.70, p < .05).

e Being abused for using birth control was associated with over
8 times the risk of having a premature birth (Odds Ratio =
8.34, p < .05).

e Study Il

Stuay I .
ANOVA test results with p < .05:

e Can an abused woman’s risk for miscarriage be predicted
from fertility control items, when controlling for significant

covariate? I;e;ility Co#ntfrtla(!;tems Severity of Violence 1 I:)_cS)rD Mental Health
. : .Discuss # of kids :
*+ Canan abused woman's risk for premature birth b_e 2. Agree on number of children? 5 Threats
predicted from fertility control items, when controlling for 3. Agree on time b/t pregnancies? 3. PTSD
Slgnlflcant Covarlate’) 4. Used birth control? 4. Danger 4. Depression & PTSD
_ 5. Who decided on birth control? 5. Depression & PTSD
StUdy 1} 5-1. Abuser
 The purpose of the study Is to examine the relationships T 6. PTSD
among fertility control, severity of abuse, and poor mental 6.Afraid to talk to abuser about birth control?
' ?
health among abused women. 7. Abused because used birth control: 7. Physical Abuse

DISCUSSION

o Parent study: A longitudinal study to examine the long-term  Compromised fertility control is associated with adverse
health and functioning consequences of IPV among 150 pregnancy outcomes, such as preterm birth and miscarriage.

first-time users of sate shelters and 150 first-time users of  « Controlling experiences around one’s reproductive health is
the justice system following an abusive relationship. associated with what appears to be more severe forms of

¢ R m r very 4 months. . L -
epeated measures eve y onths _ _ abuse (i.e. increased lethality risk). Lack of control over fertility
« Measures assessed severity of abuse; danger for murder; _ _ _
IS assoclated with poorer mental health.

mental health symptoms of depression, anxiety,

somatization, and PTSD.
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