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• Discuss findings of simulation research that are informing 

nursing education to use simulation active teaching 

strategies.  

• Discuss faculty development initiatives to support the 

changing faculty role with emerging simulation best 

practices.

• Discuss how to transfer active learning principles from 

reflective debriefing for use across the curriculum to 

achieve learning outcomes.

Symposium Objectives
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Goals of the Exploratory Study

• Integrate vSim for Nursing into nursing 

curriculum for one semester

• Evaluate the effectiveness of vSim for Nursing 

as an active learning teaching strategy

• Create a faculty implementation guide  as a 

means of faculty development in the use of a 

virtual simulation teaching strategy



• Utility as a teaching tool

• Classroom Approaches
• Flipping the Classroom 

• Classroom Group Debriefing 

• Small Group Concept Mapping

• Coursework 

• Targeted Lab Activity 

• Remediation

Focused Areas of Exploration



Findings

Summarizes the evaluation of the vSim scoring features by 
faculty who participated in the pilot study.



Findings
Content Quality:



Findings

Primary Learning Objective:



Findings
Substitute for other Teaching Methods:



Classroom Approaches

Using Story…Virtual Flipped Classroom

Role modeling critical thinking…virtually



Using story…
Simulation Concept mapping…virtually!

Classroom Approaches



Using story…
Differentiating low acuity – high frequency

from 

high acuity !ow frequency

Classroom Approaches



Using story…Delegation and Supervision…virtually

Classroom Approaches



Faculty Development



Using Simulation to Enhance Clinical Reasoning 

During Medication Administration:

A Multi-Site Qualitative Study

Dr. Diana Odland Neal 



Using Virtual Simulation to Enhance Student 

Learning: A Case-Based Approach

Dr. Jone Tiffany



Objectives

• Discuss the use of virtual role-play 

simulation to increase cultural 

sensitivity in healthcare professionals.

• Examine future implications for the 

educational uses of virtual world 

environments for healthcare 

professionals. 



Jone Zelda



“Ugly in a World Where You Can Choose 

to be Beautiful”:Teaching and Learning 

About Diversity via Virtual Worlds



Inclusivity Assignment





Examples of Diverse Avatars that can be 

purchased in SL marketplace. 



Abukar Kariunga           Cody Wheelwright

Lacey Tigerauge



Deepa Islar Destiny Endersleigh

Javan Soulstar



Louie Macalroy

Jenice BrunsenLottie Botside



Manderson Dexler Susan Taselian

Ned Horsley



ROLE PLAY SIMULATION STORIES

As the students ventured out into the 

virtual world of Second Life, they took the 

avatar stories with them and played them 

out with other avatars they met. As the 

stories became more and more real to the 

students, they elicited some interesting 

responses.



Abukar Kariunga

“Other Avatars 

wouldn’t come 

close to me.”

“I  think I have 

a better idea 

of what being 

a minority is 

like.”

“Being 

treated like 

this in real life 

would have a 

negative 

impact on 

how I viewed 

myself.” 

“I still bring 

my own 

personality to 

my avatar - A 

bit of 

projection?” 

“I was 

nervously 

excited to get 

started.”“My  fear of 

others thinking 

I was a terrorist 

might have 

been my own 

bias.”

Seperate avatar bios/Bio_Abukar Kariunga.docx


Cody Wheelwright

“I found my 

inner voice..

I felt 

empowered 

to do things 

I wouldn’t 

do in real  

life.”

“Other Avatars 

wouldn’t come 

close to me.”

“If I had a 

choice I 

would lose 

the 

wheelchair.”

“Homophobia 

.. Why were 

other male 

avatars afraid 

I was hitting 

on them?”

“How I thought 

I would be 

treated affected 

the way I 

interacted with 

others.”

“Through this 

I gained an 

appreciation 

for  my biases 

and 

prejudices.”



Deepa Islar

“I encountered 

the micro-

aggression of 

disability 

blindness.”

“I thought 

since I was 

a millennial I 

would love 

this…..I 

didn’t.”

“Doing this 

assignment 

made me 

realize that I 

have biases 

about certain 

age groups 

that are not 

true.”

“I found I judged 

people because of 

their 

appearance..that 

surprised me.”

“People learn 

in different 

ways, and it is 

important to 

include a 

variety of 

techniques.”



Destiny Endersleigh

“I thought 

since I was a 

millennial I 

would love 

this…..I 

didn’t.”

“Other avatars 

made rude 

comments about 

my clothes asking 

me if I got them at a 

thrift shop?”

When I was at the 

beach  I was told 

that I wouldn’t get 

any darker if I sat 

in the sun. 

“After completing 

this assignment, I 

have noticed the 

lack of inclusivity 

in my place of 

work.”

“I would have 

been more 

comfortable 

if I looked 

like myself.”

“

“



Javan Soulstar

“I didn’t       

interact with       

others     

because  I 

was afraid     

how they     

would react

to me.”

“I projected 

my own 

biases on my 

avatar. I 

thought 

people  who 

think badly of 

me because 

of how I 

looked.”

“I didn’t want the homeless avatar  to 

hang out with me.”



Lottie Botside 

“I thought other 

avatars would 

judge me 

because of my 

size. So, I 

stayed to the 

outside of the 

social places.”

“When I 

encountered 

other avatars 

in my travels, 

they ignored 

me and moved 

away from 

me.” 

“Initially, I was 

worried I would 

project my feelings 

of insecurity on my 

avatar.” 

“If I had a choice I  

would have made 

my avatar 

slimmer.” 



Mildred Poggel

“I was confident

that my avatar 

would be an 

outcast and 

be ignored.”    

“When I met my avatar I 

was mortified. I didn’t want 

to be an old woman.” 

“Other avatars 

didn’t 

understand why 

I would choose 

to be old when I 

could be young 

and beautiful.” 



Ned Horsley
“At first I was 

nervous to 

play a 

homeless 

person. I was 

amazed at 

how some 

people 

reacted to my 

avatar.”

“I found that he 

was either 

ignored/taunted 

or pitied.”

“Why would I  want 

to be a homeless 

man when I could 

choose to be anyone 

out in Second Life.”

“One avatar 

listened intently 

to my story, and 

then offered 

support,  money, 

and words of 

wisdom.”

“As a virtual 

person, you 

can create all 

of your 

attributes and 

even your 

personality to 

some extent.”
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