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Learning Objectives 

 Explore the role of pre clinical preparation 

(prelab)

 Discuss faculty perception of the prelab practice 

at the University of San Francisco

 Discover strategies for enhancing prelab to 

support clinical education



Introduction to Clinical 

Education  

 Learning laboratory 

 Connects theory to practice.  

 The clinical setting affords integration of:

 Theory 

 Practice

 Meaningful learning

 Improved decision making in the clinical setting



What is Prelab? 

 Patient Assignment 

 Data Collection 

 Research

 Planning Care

 Paperwork 



Key Alternatives In Prelab

 Patient Assignment

 Timing

 Instructor Presence

 Paperwork 



Why do we Care? 

 EB teaching pedagogy

 No research on the practice 

 Limited clinical sites 

 No emphasis on student learning outcomes



Study Purpose 

To identify: 

 Faculty perceptions of prelab benefits 

and challenges  

Opportunities to improve preclinical 

education at the University of San 

Francisco

 Future research needs relating to 

preclinical education



Research Questions

1. Should we Prelab?

2. What is the impact of Prelab on student 
learning?

3. What are the potential benefits of Prelab?  

4. What are the potential detriments to Prelab? 

5. Are there major differences in perceptions 
across key faculty dimensions?  

6. How do these results differ from the opinion of 
students? 



Method

 Online survey

 Multiple choice and open-ended

 Emailed to 54 students

 34 surveys returned

 63% response rate 



Results 









RQ #1 Should we Prelab? 

 I don’t know BUT…..

 Better Process

 Less Paperwork 

 Faculty Presence

 Patient Assignment – related to learning outcomes

 Need more research focused on student learning



RQ #2 What is the impact of 

Prelab on student learning? 

 Stress

 Anxiety

 Sleep

 Patient Safety 



RQ #3 What are the 

potential benefits of Prelab? 

 Safety

 Critical Thinking

 Paperwork

 Informatics Skills

 Participation in Post Conference 

 Develop Care Plan

 Familiarity with Paperwork



RQ #4 What are the 

potential detriments to 

Prelab? 

 Stress

 Anxiety

 Sleep 



RQ #5 Are there major 

differences in perceptions 

across key faculty 

dimensions? 
 General congruence on the majority of factors 

when comparing: 

 Full time/Adjunct

 Degree types 

 Length of time in nursing 

 Key Finding: Nurses for more than 5 years

 Less emphasis on clinical paperwork than less 

seasoned nurses 

 Greater emphasis on post-conference



RQ #6 How do these results 

differ from the opinion of 

Students? 

 Students: 

 Prelab influences sleep 

 Prelab increases anxiety

 Prelab increases stress 

 Faculty: 

 Prelab decreases anxiety

 Prelab enhances critical thinking

 Enhances informatics skills 

 Collection of patient information 



Future Research Needs 

 Connect clinical preparation to student learning 

outcomes

 Connect student preparation to patient safety



My Dissertation

 National Survey of Clinical Faculty

 Blinded to evaluate impact of Prelab on students 
who are High, Medium, Low Performing

 Participants Needed 

 Email lturner@usfca.edu

mailto:lturner@usfca.edu
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