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Nursing Clinical Judgment

• Nursing clinical judgment is an iterative 
decision making process that uses nursing 
knowledge to observe and assess presenting 
situations, identify a prioritized client concern, 
and generate the best possible evidence-
based solutions in order to deliver safe client 
care.
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Conceptualizing Clinical Judgment



Proposed Pedagogical Model



Sample Clinical Scenario
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Task Model
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Additional Research: Pilot Study

• Does clinical judgment require subject matter 
knowledge?

• Hypothesized causes of faulty clinical 
judgment

– Errant decision making

– Insufficient subject matter knowledge

• How to disentangle sources of errors?
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Pilot Study: Results
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Pilot Study: Results (cont.)

12



Discussion and Conclusions

• The proposed cognitive model offered a systematic 
way to construct clinical scenarios for training 
purposes.

• Clinical scenarios may be constructed to emphasize 
different aspects of the clinical judgment 
processes.

• Preliminary findings from the pilot study suggested 
that the relationship between knowledge and 
clinical judgment is asymmetrical.
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