
Background 

There has been a startling increase in the incidence and 

severity of mass shootings on college and university 

campuses in the United States. Nursing students require 

the necessary skills to respond accurately and rapidly to 

an emergency situation when faced with a traumatic event. 

Exposure of nursing students to education on proper 

responses and providing hands on experience through live 

standardized patient simulation may decrease the 

morbidity and mortality of the victims awaiting emergency 

response. 

Methods

Participants completed a ranking form labeling patients 

highest to lowest priority. These forms were tallied by the 

researchers to assess accuracy of responses. 

Participants also completed a questionnaire including open 

ended questions regarding how the experience impacted 

their assessment, prioritization, delegation, critical thinking, 

collaboration, and time management skills. Common 

themes were analyzed. 

Results 

Quantitative Results 

These results show that 55% of  junior level students 

prioritized at least 6/8 patients correctly, while only 52% of 

the seniors prioritized at least 6/8 correctly. This indicates 

the junior level students prioritized more effectively than 

the seniors. Only 3 students of the 59 participants 

prioritized all 8 of the patients correctly. 

Qualitative Results/Common Themes 

Total 42 participants (22 juniors and 20 seniors), therefore 

17 students completed the ranking form but not the final 

survey 

How the simulation impacted:

•Assessment: Triage/prioritizing, Rapid/quick assessment 

skills, and Delegation 

•Prioritization: Critical thinking and Patient severity

•Delegation: Scope of practice and Divide and Conquer

•Critical Thinking: Thinking on your feet/Gut feeling

•Collaboration: Teamwork and Communication 

•Time Management: Rapid assessment/prioritization and 

Teamwork

Strengths: Scenarios (patient conditions, setting/scene), 

Use of standardized patients-real actors for the simulation, 

Teamwork/Collaboration and Rapid 

assessment/Prioritization 

Areas for Improvement: Less people in a group/make less 

chaotic, More time to collaborate and delegate and 

Faculty rotate through with student for guidance 

Additional Comments: 

“I think this was done very well. I have done sims with 

these types of situations and I believe that this an 

excellent learning tool. “

“I had fun.”

“This was an awesome simulation. I really enjoyed it and 

learned a lot. “

Student Comments 

Recommendations

Using a Multiple Standardized Patient Shooter Scenario to 

Enhance Nursing Skills in Undergraduate Students 
Riah Hoffman PhD, RN, Shannon Dusack MS, RN, Johanna Boothby DEd, MS, RN, 

Lauren Succheralli MS, RN, & Theresa Gropelli  PhD, RN, GCNS-BC,  ACNS-BC,  CMSRN, NHA 

Simulation Description  

The students act as an emergency response team from a 

local hospital dispatched to care for multiple medical and 

trauma victims after a campus shooting. The students are 

rotated through the simulation scenario in groups 

(including both junior and senior level students) and are 

required to assess each standardized patient. 

The standardized patients included multiple levels of 

coursework such as medical surgical, critical care, and 

obstetrics. The students were required to assess and 

prioritize the patients, develop necessary interventions, 

delegate care, and implement effective time management 

skills during the scenario. 

Seniors  N=25

Prioritized 

Correctly 

Number of 

Students/

Percentage 

1/8 2 (8%)

2/8 3 (12%)

3/8 2 (8%)

4/8 5 (20%)

5/8 0

6/8 12 (48%)

7/8 0

8/8 1 (4%)

Juniors  N=34 

Prioritized 

Correctly 

Number of 

Students/ 

Percentage 

1/8 5 (15%)

2/8 6 (18%)

3/8 0

4/8 4 (12%)

5/8 0

6/8 17 (50%)

7/8 0

8/8 2 (5%)

1. Smaller student groups rotated through the simulation 

2. Additional time for assessment/collaboration

3. More prioritization activities due to the low number of 

students that correctly prioritized


