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 Learner Objectives:

1. The learner will be able to discuss how the 

advancement in technologies impact students 

learning.

2. The learner will be able to develop a blog for 

nursing students. 

 There is no conflict of interest with my employer Barry 

University. This presentation was funded by Medical 

Practitioner Healthsystems  Incorporated (MPH Inc.) 

and partially funded by Barry University. 
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Disclosure
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21st Century Learners

The Digital 

Classroom



Teaching Strategies

 Lecture

 Case Study

 One Minute Paper

 Questioning – Students 

Response System

 Short Stories

 Film

 Video clips

 Podcast

 Novels

 Music

 Poetry

 Reflection

 Games

 Web Resources- websites, 

blogs, wiki, podcasts

 Story-telling

 Concept Map
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 Reflection is defined self-awareness of one’s 

own repertoire of knowledge and skills in 

combination with present circumstances to form 

new understanding (Schon, 1987).

 Reflective learning is the process of internally 

examining and exploring an issue of concern, 

triggered by an experience, which creates and 

clarifies meaning in terms of self, and which 

results in a changed conceptual perspective 

(Boyd & Wales, 1983). 
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Reflection and 
Reflective Learning



 Journaling is useful in providing insight into self-

awareness - what you do (behaviors), why you 

do it (values, assumptions, aspirations) how you 

feel (emotions), and how you 

think.http://www.webguru.neu.edu/undergradu

ate-research/structuring-ur-

experience/reflective-journaling

 The word journal will typically elicit a common 

groan from the class.

 Web-based technology - Blog
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Journaling

http://www.webguru.neu.edu/undergraduate-research/structuring-ur-experience/reflective-journaling


What is a Blog?
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• Online personal journal.

• A shortened form for “weblog”.

• Individual articles on a blog are referred to as 

“blog posts”, “posts”, or “entries”. 

• “Blogger” - the person creating the blog post. 

• Organized by date, like a diary or journal. 

• Blogs create a new opportunity for learning, 

teaching, and assessment.



 Blogs supports collaborative learning that enrich learning 

performance both for individual knowledge construction 

and group knowledge sharing (Yang, 2009). 

 Blogs afford students the opportunity to share their ideas 

and to provide each other with feedback (Yang, 2009).

 Blogs are not just a one-way presentation of personal 

opinions, events, or interests; they can also be an 

interactive medium for a community (Roland et al., 2011).

 Blogs can be a useful means for nurse educators to 

communicate with students and facilitating effective 

group collaboration in clinical.
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Blogs in Education



 A shared online diary for use in class. 

 Single layered.

 Chronological sort.

 Open format. 

 Conversational in style.

 Individual, group, or course blog.

 Weekly or monthly setting.
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Blackboard Blog



Creating a Blog on Blackboard 
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Under the Control Panel, on the bottom left side of the 

page, click on Course Tools and then click on Blogs.

Click on the Create Blog button.

Fill in the title and instructions for the blog. Also, set the 

availability of the blog.



 13 Undergraduate nursing students

 Senior Practicum

 Three (3) different clinical sites

 Weekly Clinical Objectives - Directions: 

For each clinical week write personal learning objectives. 

Critique your ability to meet each objective as partially 

met, fully met, or not met. Reflect on your learning for the 

week and provide a summary about why you rated 

yourself as you chose and provide examples which 

support your self-assessment. Discuss your objectives with 

your preceptor and follow his/her recommendations. 
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Participants



 Each week students students wrote and 

critiqued their clinical objectives.

 Blogs were read by the instructor and 

feedback provided.

 At the end  of the four weeks students 

completed a survey questionnaire.
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Method



13

Blog Post



 Participants strongly preferred the online blog versus 

completing the written assignment at the end of the 

rotation.

 All participants (100%) felt that the blog served as a 

tool to communicate with the instructor. 

 Able to connect with their peers.

 Quick and easy.

 Able to share the clinical experiences with their peers. 

 Received feedback from instructor.
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Findings
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Reflective Journaling
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Blackboard Mobile App



 The opportunity to instantly publish on the web 

encouraged participation.

 Students had an opportunity to share in the clinical 

experiences of their peers through blogging.

 Interaction with instructor.

 Blogs can be a useful clinical tool for nurse educators 

to establish nurturing communication space that 

enhances students reflection of their clinical 

experiences.
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Conclusion
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Thank You!


