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Disclosure: 
• I am an employee of the Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau 

International (STTI). 

• I receive no special remuneration for items submitted to the Henderson 

Repository beyond that of a standard employee salary. 

• The Henderson Repository is a free resource provided by STTI; it is not a 

member benefit, or a saleable product/service. 

• It is an example of an open-access repository (the only one of its kind with 

a peer-review feature and devoted solely to nurses and nursing related 

research). It will be featured throughout this presentation as a resource 

available to all nurses. 

 



How does a library transform into a 

repository? Why would it want to? 

• It has been a natural progression. 

• Stemming from a desire to deliver high-

quality, free nursing-related research and 

evidence-based practice resources to STTI 

members and nurses around the globe. 

• A physical library was no longer the best way 

to serve global patrons. 



Historic Highlights 

• 1979 – The STTI House of Delegates passed a 

resolution to promote a national nursing library 

resource. 

• 1990 – The library was named in honor of Miss 

Virginia Henderson: Virginia Henderson 

International Nursing Library (VHL). 

• 2000 – The library received a grant from 

Indianapolis philanthropist Ruth Lilly to expand 

and develop nursing research resources online. 

 



Growth 

• 2001 – 2011 

– The VHL grew to an online-only resource that 

included nearly 40,000 study and presentation 

abstracts – connecting nurse researcher to nurse 

researcher in a new and exciting way. 

– The VHL holdings were transferred to other 

nursing/medical libraries around the world where 

they are still aiding nurses in underserved locations 

and areas of need. 

 



Transition 

• 2011 – 2013 

–  The library transitioned to a software system 

designed to support repositories. 

– Policies, guidelines, and instructions were 

developed to grow and steer the repository. 

– Peer-reviewers were selected, trained, and placed 

in the appropriate collections. 

– Collections were opened for nurse authors to 

submit their work. 



Questions 
• What is an institutional repository? 

• What is the Henderson Repository? 

• What will I find here? 

• How does the repository acquire items? 

• How are items submitted? 

• How is it organized? 

• Who may submit/access items? 

• Is there a cost? 

• How will this help nurses? 

• How easy is it to submit an item to the Henderson Repository? 

 



What is a repository? 

• Scholarly/institutional repositories are 

designed to hold the research output of an 

academic institution’s faculty members and/or 

student body. 

• Subject-based repositories are designed to hold 

the research output of a profession. 

• All provide an alternative publishing venue for 

sharing research within a campus, 

organization, profession, and/or the world. 



What is a scholarly repository? 

• Generally Open Access and/or Delayed Access 

(embargoes). 

• Usually provided by the academic/institutional 

library. 

• Typically developed, organized, and maintained by 

librarians. 

• A mechanism of self-archiving. 

• Few barriers to publication. 

• Non-traditional materials accepted and encouraged. 



What is the Henderson Repository? 

It is a digital academic and clinical scholarship 

service that collects, preserves, and freely 

disseminates nursing-related research and 

evidence-based practice materials in both 

abstract-only and full-text formats. (Focus on 

full-text.) 

 



The Henderson Repository 

• Is a free, alternative open-access/delayed-

access publishing resource for all nurse 

authors. 

• Offers a peer-review process! 

• Is not: 

– an online journal. 

– a traditional/proprietary database. 

– a pay-to-publish venue. 



What will I find here? 
As the repository grows: 

• Conference papers 

• Conference presentation 

slides 

• Datasets 

• Dissertations 

• DNP capstone 

project/doctoral papers 

• Faculty-created learning 

objects 

 

• Technical reports 

• Theses 

• Pre-print and post-print 

journal articles 

• Videos 

• Committee reports, etc. 



How does the repository acquire new 

items? 

• Repositories grow organically. 

• Authors/researchers choose to self-archive their 

research/EBP works that they wish to share on a global 

basis. 

• Authors/researchers may be personally invited to submit. 

• SONs opt in to establish collections for their students to 

submit items. 

• Materials are not purchased. There is no traditional library 

acquisitions plan. 



How are items submitted? 

3 ways to submit: 

1. Nurse authors/ 

researchers self-

archive one item at a 

time to a specific 

collection within the 

repository. 

 

Repository 

Author 
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Submission 
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Submission 



How are items submitted? 

2.  Authorized proxies 

may submit items on 

behalf of an author/ 

researcher.  

Also submitted one at 

a time. 
Repository 

Author 
Submission 

Proxy 
Submission 

Batch  

Submission 



How are items submitted? 

3. Multiple items from 

the same event may be 

uploaded together as a 

“batch upload.” 

Used for STTI events and 

other nursing 

organizations that have 

event collections within 

the repository.  
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Submission 
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How is the repository organized? 

Repository 

Community 

Collection 
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Communities within the Henderson 

Repository: 

Communities 

are like the 

floors in a 

library. 

STTI 

Independent Submissions 

PhD Dissertations 

DNP Capstone Projects 

Masters Theses 

CIRC Caring Intl. Research Collaborative 

Registry Abstracts 

Indiv. Study Abstracts 

Test Community 



Collections 
• Collections are like the individual ranges in the 

stacks. 

• Divided into categories that make sense for the 

repository. 

 



Individual Items 
The items are like individual books on the shelves. 



Who may submit? Is there a cost? 
• Submissions to this repository may be made by 

any individual nurse or current nursing student. 

• Membership in STTI is not a requirement for 

submission. 

• Primary author must be a nurse (nursing student), 

co-author(s) may work outside of the field of 

nursing. 

• There is no cost                       to submit an item to 

the repository. 



Who may access the items? 

Is there a cost? 

• The repository is open-access/delayed-access 

and available to anyone with an Internet 

connection. 

• Although not a member benefit, it is a valued 

resource provided and backed by STTI. 

• There is no cost to           access any item in the 

repository. 

 



What are the benefits to authors? 
• Increased visibility of the work leads to increased impact on 

the nursing research community. 

– Evidence has shown that work published in open-access 

repositories can gain up to 300%* more citations than 

research published in journals that limit access through 

paid subscriptions.  

• Means of compliance with research funding bodies that require 

that work carried out under certain grants must also be 

deposited within an institutional or subject-specific repository 

• Permanent web link to each submission that may be listed on a 

faculty page, resume, or curriculum vitae 
 

 

*Albert, K. (2006). Open access: implications for scholarly publishing and medical libraries. Journal of The Medical Library Association, 94(3), 253-262.  

 



Wait, there’s more… 
• Enhanced prominence in search results returned on various 

online search engines 

• Copyright retention by the author 

• Perpetual storage – submissions are permanently stored on 

secure servers 

• Streamlined submission process – shortens publication time – 

no waiting on issues to come out 

• Items submitted to collections under the Independent 

Submissions community are peer-reviewed 

• Ability to submit non-traditional formats 

• No length or topic restrictions 

 



What are the benefits to end-users? 

• Easy and free access to a wide variety of high-quality 

nursing-related and EBP research  

• Full-text search capabilities 

• Ability to browse items in collections, divided by areas of 

interest, using keywords and filters specifically designed to 

assist nurse researchers in locating the items of interest to 

them 

• Ability to set up “new item” alerts on collections of 

interest 

• Backed by STTI with reputation for quality and integrity  



What does the submission process 

look like? 

Once you have initially signed in or registered and 

received authorization to submit to your 

collection(s) of choice, please log in and click on 

the “Submit Now” tab. 



The Henderson Repository 

Submission Process 

Select the desired collection from the list. 

 



Pre-authorization Step 

Reading the pre-authorization information is a 

required step to make certain authors are well 

informed prior to submitting. 



Pre-populate Option 
If the item to be submitted has been published 
before, enter the DOI or PubMed ID on this 
screen and the system will automatically 
populate descriptive fields! 



Initial Questions 

The initial questions on this screen are designed to 

add information fields to the submission process if 

necessary. 



Describe the Item 
There are 17 fields to help the author fully describe the 

item. (There will be additional fields if the item has 

been translated or published before.) 

•Language 

•Category *(abstract or full-text) 

•Title* 

•Author (s)* 

•Author Membership* (STTI 

membership for submitting author; non-

member is an option) 

•Additional Author Information 

(credentials, email) 

•Type* (article, report, thesis…) 

•Level of Evidence* (case study, RCT, 

systemic review…) 

 

 

 

 

 

•Research Approach* (pilot, 

qualitative, quantitative…) 

•Conference Year 

•Conference Name 

•Conference Host 

•Conference Location 

•Keywords* (at least 2) 

•Abstract* 

•Sponsors 

•Description 
 

Fields marked with an asterisk are required. 

 

 



Upload file(s) 

 



Review Information Supplied 

 



Select a Creative Commons License 

Authors choose how they wish to share their work with the 

public. This is optional. It does not transfer copyright. 

Common step in all open-

access repositories. 



Agree to the Distribution License 



Visit the Henderson Repository today! 

www.nursingrepository.org 


