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Aim/Purpose/Objective of the Grant: 

1. Develop a series of simulations to represent dementia care in the hospital 

environment. 

 

2. Determine if simulation can accurately capture elderspeak communication in 

dementia. 

Aim/Purpose/Objective Met? Yes 

Sample: Ten nursing staff were included and equally split between staff nurses (n=5) 

and nursing assistants (n=5). Their average age was 34.7 (SD=13.3) years with an 

average of 13.4 (SD=12.2) years in healthcare. One participant was black non-Hispanic 

and the remaining participants were white non-Hispanic. The majority (n=7) had a 

bachelor’s degree or higher. 

Setting: Nursing staff completed the simulations independently in one simulation lab. 

The simulations were completed in three separate and identical hospital rooms. 

Study Type: Mixed Methods 

Methodology, Primary: Experimental 

Methodology, Secondary: Interviews 

Methodology, Details: This study used a 3-part mixed-methods design: (1) three 

dementia care simulations were designed and validated by a panel of experts, (2) 

nursing staff completed the three simulations and their communication in each 

simulation was quantitatively compared to their communication in the actual care 

environment, (3) the debriefings about the simulation realism were qualitatively 

explored. 

Summary of Results: The average amount of elderspeak (ES) used by the ten-nursing 

staff was not significantly different from the average amount of ES used across the three 

simulations (p>.05). However, the nursing staff stated that the simulation with an older 



adult standardized patient demonstrated the greatest realism which was also supported 

by quantitative results on differences in specific ES attributes. 

Conclusions: Our hypothesis that communication elicited in dementia care simulations 

is congruent to communication produced in actual dementia care was supported. 

Implications: Validated simulations can be used accurately to capture communication 

in education and research. 
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