
Question 1*

A client with a history of hypertension has been prescribed triamterene (Dyrenium).  The nurse provides 
information to the client about the medication and tells the client to minimize the eating of which of the 
following foods?  Select all that apply.

a. Avocados

b. Dried prunes

c. Apples

d. Cranberries

e. Oranges

f. Boiled potatoes



Question 2

A 2-week-old infant is seen in the pediatric clinic for a well-baby visit.  The assessment of most concern to the 
nurse would be the presence of which of the following?

a. Strabismus

b. Harlequin sign

c. Epstein’s pearls

d. Umbilical erythema



Question 3

Erythromycin has been prescribed for a client with otitis media.  To ensure optimal absorption, the nurse tells 
the client to take the medication

a. On an empty stomach

b. Immediately after a meal

c. With a snack such as peanut butter and crackers

d. Just before eating



Question 4*

A nurse is caring for a client with a diagnosis of acute lymphocytic leukemia who is receiving chemotherapy IV.  
The nurse reviews the lab findings and determines that the client is experiencing an adverse effect of the meds if 
which of the following is noted?

a. White blood cell count 5200/µL

b. Blood urea nitrogen 15mg/dL

c. Platelet count 200,000 cells/µL

d. Alkaline phosphatase 25 units/dL



Question 5*

A client receiving a blood transfusion suddenly exhibits signs of a blood transfusion reaction.  List in order of 
priority the actions that the nurse will take, with Number 1 being the first nursing action.

_____Document the occurrence

_____Stop the blood transfusion

_____Maintain a patent IV line with normal saline

_____Send the blood bag and tubing to the blood bank

_____Monitor the client’s vital signs and urine output



Question 6

A nurse is assessing a child with consolidated pneumonia.  When auscultating the child’s lungs, the nurse would 
expect to hear

a. Crackles in the affected lobe(s)

b. Interstitial breath sounds in the affected lobe(s)

c. Wheezes in the affected lobe(s)

d. No air movement in the affected lobe(s)



Question 7*

A nurse in the newborn nursery is monitoring a neonate born to a mother who has diabetes mellitus.  The nurse 
determines that the neonate is at risk of which of the following conditions because of the mother’s health 
alteration?

a. Hypercalcemia

b. Hypobilirubinemia

c. Hyperglycemia

d. Hypomagnesium



Question 8*

A nurse has just administered a PPD skin test to a client who is at low risk for developing TB.  The nurse 
determines that the test is positive if which of the following occurs in 48 hours?

a. An induration of 10mm

b. The presence of a wheal

c. A large area of erythema

d. An induration of 15mm



Question 9*

A nurse is assessing an adult client 1 hour after a right pulmonary wedge resection.  The nurse notes the 
presence of 200mL bloody drainage in the client’s collection chamber of the chest tube drainage system.  Which 
action by the nurse is most appropriate?

a. Irrigate the chest tube

b. Decrease the amount of suction being applied

c. Document the findings

d. Notify the surgeon



Question 10

A client who has been receiving urokinase has a large bloody bowel movement.  Which action(s) would be best 
for the nurse to take immediately?

a. Stop the urokinase and administer Vitamin K IM

b. Reduce the urokinase and administer heparin sodium IV

c. Call the doctor

d. Stop the urokinase and administer Amicar IV



Question 11

A nurse notes swelling and excessive bleeding on the dressing of a client who underwent enucleation.  Based on 
this finding, which nursing action is most appropriate?

a. Document the finding

b. Reinforce the dressing

c. Mark the amount of staining with black pen and continue to monitor drainage

d. Notify the surgeon



Question 12

A client will be receiving long-term continuous total parenteral nutrition (TPN) at home.  The nurse formulates 
which priority nursing diagnosis for the client?

a. Ineffective coping

b. Hopelessness

c. Social isolation

d. Risk for situational low self-esteem



Question 13

The nurse is assessing for the presence of jaundice in a client.  The nurse checks which best site for the presence 
of jaundice?

a. Soles of the feet

b. Back of the hands

c. Conjunctiva of the eye

d. Ear lobes



Question 14*

A client being seen in the emergency room with complaints of abdominal pain has a diagnosis of acute 
abdominal syndrome and the cause is undetermined at this time.  The nurse would question an order for which 
of the following at this time?

a. Insertion of an intravenous line

b. Clear liquid diet only

c. Insertion of a nasogastric tube

d. Measurement of abdominal girth every 2 hours



Question 15

A nurse is caring for a client receiving aminophylline (Theophylline) IV.  The nurse determines the drug plasma 
level is therapeutic if which value is noted?

a. 25mcg/mL

b. 8mcg/mL

c. 5mcg/mL

d. 15mcg/mL



Question 16*

A nurse assesses a client with thyroid storm.  Which classic signs and symptoms associated with this disorder 
indicate a priority need for immediate nursing action?

a. Polyuria, nausea, severe headaches

b. Hypotension, translucent skin, weight gain

c. Fever, tachycardia, hypertension

d. Profuse diaphoresis, severe bradycardia, myxedema



Question 17*

A client received a thermal burn caused by inhalation of steam.  The client’s mouth is edematous and their 
mouth is blistered.  Based on these findings, the nurse should monitor the client most closely for

a. Dysphagia

b. Pain

c. Wheezing

d. Hypovolemic shock



Question 18

Vasopressin (Pitressin) is prescribed for a client with diabetes insipidus.  The client asks the nurse about the 
purpose of the medication.  The nurse responds, knowing that the action of the medication is to:

a. Decrease blood pressure

b. Decrease urinary output

c. Produce vasodilation

d. Inhibit smooth muscle contraction



Question 19*

Neuroleptic malignant syndrome is suspected in a client who is taking an antipsychotic medication.  Which 
medication would the nurse prepare in anticipation of being prescribed to treat this adverse reaction related to 
the use of the antipsychotic?

a. Naloxene (Narcan)

b. Bromocriptine (Parlodel)

c. Phytonadione (Vitamin K)

d. Enalapril maleate (Vasotec)



Question 20*

A nurse assists with the transfer of a client from the operating room table to a stretcher.  To maintain client 
safety, the nurse would:  Select all that apply.

a. Asks the client to move self from table to stretcher if possible

b. Complete the transfer as quickly as possible

c. Checks the wheel locks of the operating room table

d. Assess the client’s level of consciousness

e. Applies a safety belt to the client after the transfer

f. Wait for the client to be fully awake before transferring to stretcher



Question 21*

A nurse caring for a postop client after bowel resection is restless. Vital signs indicate tachycardia and the blood 
pressure decreased significantly from previous readings. The nurse suspects shock and immediately

a. Slows the IV rate infusing until talking to the dr

b. Rechecks vital signs to verify the findings

c. Checks the oxygen saturation level

d. Increases the rate of oxygen flow being delivered



Question 22*

A client with an endotracheal tube gets easily frustrated when trying to communicate personal needs to the 
nurse.  The nurse determines that which of the following methods for communication may be the easiest for the 
client?

a. Have the family interpret the client’s needs

b. Use a pad of paper and pencil

c. Use a picture or word board

d. Devise a system of hand signals



Question 23*

A nurse caring for a client receiving mechanical ventilation via an oral endotracheal tube understands the causes 
of the high-pressure alarm sounding include which of the following?  Select all that apply.

a. A kink in the tubing

b. The ventilatory tubing disconnected from the endotracheal tube

c. The  client biting the endotracheal tube

d. A mucous plug in the airway

e. A cuff leak in the endotracheal tube

f. The client gagging



Question 24*

A nurse is caring for a client 1-day post-gastrectomy.  The client has a NG tube, which is draining brown-tinged 
secretions. Which is the most appropriate nursing intervention?

a. Notify the physician STAT

b. Reposition the client

c. Irrigate the NGT

d. Document the findings



Question 25

The nurse notes an isolated PVC on the cardiac monitor.  The appropriate nursing action is to

a. Prepare to administer lidocaine hydrochloride (Xylocaine)

b. Prepare for defibrillation by cardiac team

c. Notify the physician immediately

d. Continue to monitor the rhythm 



Question 26

A client has developed atrial fibrillation and has a ventricular rate of 150 beats/min.  The nurse should assess the 
client for

a. Hypertension and headache

b. Flat neck veins

c. Hypotension and dizziness

d. Nausea and vomiting



Question 27*

A neonate is diagnosed with imperforate anus. The parents ask the nurse to describe the abnormality.  The nurse 
bases the response on which characteristic of disorder?

a. Presence of fecal incontinence

b. Infrequent and difficult passage of dry stools

c. Invagination of section of intestine into distal bowel

d. Absence of anus in normal position in perineum 



Question 28*

The nurse manager is planning assignments for day.  Which staff members can be assigned to care for client with 
herpes zoster?  Select all that apply.

a. Nurse who never had roseola

b. Nurse who never had mumps

c. Nurse who never had chickenpox

d. Nurse who never had German measles

e. Nurse who never received varicella-zoster vaccine

f. Nurse who has allergies to eggs



Question 29

A client who is HIV+ has had a Mantoux skin test.  The nurse notes a 7 mm area of induration at site of test.  The 
nurse interprets the results as:

a. Positive

b. Negative

c. Inconclusive

d. Need for repeat testing in 1 month



Question 30*

A nurse reviews the arterial blood gas results of a client and notes the following results: pH 7.29; pCO2 50; HCO3 
31.  The nurse analyzes these results as indicating which of the following conditions?

a. Metabolic acidosis, compensated

b. Respiratory alkalosis,  partially compensated

c. Metabolic alkalosis, uncompensated

d. Respiratory acidosis, partially compensated


