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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY 

This study investigated clinical instructors and student perceptions of the 

characteristics of effective instructors in the Simulated Clinical Environment (SCE). 

Identification of these characteristics will allow instructors to refine their skills and 

maximize the effectiveness of the SCE for nursing education. This chapter contains a 

restatement of the research questions, a description of the study design, sampling and 

data collection procedures, and human subjects’ considerations.  

Research Questions 

The proposed descriptive, exploratory study posed four research questions. The 

research questions were as follows: 

1. What are nursing students’ perceptions of the characteristics of effective 

instructors in the SCE? 

2. What are clinical instructors’ perceptions of the characteristics of effective 

instructors in the SCE? 

3. In what ways are nursing students and clinical instructors different or similar in 

their perceptions of the characteristics of effective instructors in the SCE? 

4. What are nursing students and clinical instructors’ perceptions of characteristics 

of effective instructors in the SCE compared with perceptions of characteristics of 

effective instructors in the clinical environment? 

Research Design and Variables 

 A descriptive survey design was used for this study. In order to describe the 

characteristics of effective instructors in the SCE, the Nurse Clinical Teaching 




























































































































































