
Question 1

A nurse is monitoring a client with chronic kidney disease.  Which assessment finding should the nurse report to 
the primary care provider?

a. Pallor

b. Fatigue

c. Lethargy

d. Petechiae



Question 2*

A client is admitted to the ER with complaints of severe, radiating chest pain.  The client is extremely restless, 
frightened, and dyspneic.  Immediate admission orders include, oxygen by nasal cannula at 4L/min; troponin, 
creatinine phosphokinase and isoenzymes blood levels; chest x-ray; and a 12 lead EKG.  Which action should the 
nurse take first?

a. Obtain the 12 lead EKG

b. Draw the blood specimen 

c. Apply the oxygen to the client

d. Call radiology to schedule the chest x-ray



Question 3*

An infant is being worked up for patent ductus arteriosus.  When completing a nursing assessment of the infant, 
the nurse should expect to assess/note which of the following?  Select all that apply.

a. Heart murmur

b. Left ventricular hypertrophy

c. History of increased respiratory infections as reported by parent

d. Oliguria

e. Periods of cyanosis, especially during feeding

f. Poor weight gain



Question 4*

A nurse instructs a parent regarding the appropriate actions to take when a toddler has a temper tantrum.  
Which statement by the parent indicates a successful outcome of the teaching?

a. “I will ignore the temper tantrums as long as there is no physical danger.”

b. “I will send my child to a room alone for 10 minutes after each tantrum.”

c. “I will give frequent reminders that only bad children have tantrums.”

d. “I will reward my child with candy at the end of each day without a tantrum.”



Question 5

A nurse notes that a client’s arterial blood gases reveal a pH of 7.29, pCO2 of 31; HCO3 of 19.  The client is 
experiencing which of the following acid-base issues?

a. Respiratory acidosis, partial compensation

b. Respiratory alkalosis, partially corrected

c. Metabolic alkalosis, fully compensated

d. Metabolic acidosis, partially compensated



Question 6

A nurse is administering epoetin alfa (Epogen) to a client in chronic renal failure.  The nurse monitors the client 
for which adverse effect of this therapy?

a. Anemia

b. Iron intoxification

c. Bleeding tendencies

d. Hypertension



Question 7*

A nurse is teaching a client about the modifiable risk factors that can reduce the risk of colorectal cancer.  The 
nurse places highest priority on discussing which risk factor with this client?

a. Distant relative with colorectal cancer

b. Age older than 40 years

c. High fat, low fiber diet

d. Personal history of ulcerative colitis 



Question 8

A nurse has administered half of a high cleansing enema when the client complains of pain and cramping.  
Which nursing action is appropriate?

a. Discontinue the enema and notify the physician

b. Raise the enema bag to the solution can be completed quickly

c. Reassure the client and continue with the flow

d. Clamp the tubing for 20-30 seconds and restart the flow at a slower rate



Question 9*

A child with rheumatic fever is admitted to the hospital.  The nurse reviews the child’s record and expects to 
note which clinical manifestations documented in the record?  Select all that apply.

a. Cardiac murmur

b. Cool pale skin over the joints

c. Cardiac enlargement

d White painful lesions on the trunk

e. Purposeless jerky movements of the extremities and face

f. Small nontender lumps on bony prominences



Question 10*

A nurse is providing information to the family about caring for a client with left-sided unilateral neglect.  The 
nurse tells the family that it would be least helpful to do which of the following?

a. Approach the client from the right side

b. Encourage the client to scan the environment

c. Move the bedside commode and chair to the left side

d. Place bedside articles on the left side



Question 11*

An adult client was burned as a result of an explosion.  The burn initially affected the client’s entire face (anterior 
half of head), and the entire anterior torso.  There were also burns to the upper half of both arms.    What is the 
extent of the burn injury?  Fill in the blank.

_______________________________________



Question 12

A nurse is preparing a list of discharge instructions for a client who had a permanent pacemaker inserted.  Select  
the instruction that the nurse would place on the list.  

a. Avoid lifting more than 20 lbs until cleared by the physician

b. The use of a cell phone will never affect a pacemaker

c. Notify the physician if the radial pulse is outside of the range programmed in the pacemaker

d. Avoid non-contact sports



Question 13

A nurse is caring for a client who has a fungal infection and is receiving amphotericin B (Fungizone) IV.  Which of 
the following indicates that the client is experiencing an adverse or toxic effect from the medication?

a. Lethargy

b. Decreased urinary output

c. Muscle weakness

d. Confusion



Question 14*

A nurse is calculating a client’s 24-hour fluid intake.  The client consumed 6 oz water; 10 oz coffee; and 4 oz 
orange juice for breakfast.  For lunch, the client had 6 oz soup; and 8oz iced tea.  For dinner, the client had 8 oz 
milk; and 8 oz water.  The client also consumed 24 oz water during the day.  How many mL of fluid did the client 
consume in the 24-hour period?

Fill in the blank___________________________mL



Question 15

A nurse is caring for a client who has pheochromocytoma.  The nurse is monitoring for the major symptom of 
pheochromocytoma when the nurse:

a. Takes the client’s blood pressure

b. Palpates the client’s skin for its temperature

c. Takes the client’s weight

d. Tests the client’s urine for occult blood



Question 16*

A nurse is preparing to perform a venipuncture to initiate continuous IV therapy with 0.9% normal saline.  The 
nurse gathers the needed supplies and does which of the following before performing the venipuncture?

a. Places a cool compress over the vein to be used for the venipuncture

b. Applies a tourniquet below the chosen venipuncture site

c. Inspects the normal saline solution for particles or contamination

d. Places an armboard a the joint located above the venipuncture site



Question 17

A client is taking amiloride hydrochloride (Midamor) daily.  The nurse gives the client which of the following 
instructions regarding the use of this medication?

a. Take the dose on an empty stomach

b. Take the dose between lunch and dinner

c. Take the dose in the morning with breakfast

d. Take the dose at bedtime



Question 18

A nurse notes that a client’s serum potassium level is 6.2mEq/L.  The nurse interprets that this is an expected 
finding in the client with which health alteration?

a. Diarrhea

b. Diabetes insipidus

c. Burn injury

d. Pulmonary edema being treated with loop diuretics



Question 19*

A client who is recovering from a cerebrovascular accident has residual dysphagia.  To assist in assessing the 
client’s swallowing ability, the nurse would do which of the following?

a. Ask the client to suck on a piece of hard candy

b. Ask the client to produce an audible cough

c Ask the client to swallow a teaspoon of applesauce

d. Ask the client to swallow some water



Question 20*

A client with a spinal cord injury suddenly reports a severe pounding headache.  The nurse quickly assesses the 
client and notes that the client is diaphoretic, has an increased blood pressure, ad has a decreased heart rate.  
The nurse elevates the head of the bed and immediately:

a. Notifies the physician

b. Checks to see whether the client has an order for an antihypertensive medication

c. Increase the rate of the IV fluids

d. Checks the client’s bladder for distention and the rectum for impactation


