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Purpose: 
Academic dishonesty is widely found in many universities worldwide because of the 
extensive availability of internet resources for the millennial generation in today’s fast 
paced electronic world. Academic integrity is essential in nursing because it forms the 
basis of professional practice in the clinical setting.Because nursing is known as a 
profession of integrity, faculty may not suspect student nurses would become involved 
in acts of dishonesty, and they may not be alert to this potential.The purpose of this 
study is to describe the perception of academically dishonest behaviors among 
undergraduate nursing students in a Middle Eastern setting. 
Methods: 
A cross-sectional descriptive survey was conducted using the Academic Integrity 
Perceptions Survey designed by McCabe, 2007, to collect data from a convenience 
sample of 151 nursing students of a public university in Oman. Ethical approval was 
obtained, and the survey was conducted during the fall semester of 2019. 
Results: 
The results of the study show that 80% of the nursing students have witnessed 
cheating, and 90.7% expressed that they are unlikely to report it to the faculty. When 
asked about the frequency of academic cheating behaviors occurring at Sultan Qaboos 
University (SQU), around 30% of the nursing students expressed that inappropriately 
sharing work in group assignments, cheating during tests or examinations, and 
submitting the same paper in more than one course without specific permission were 
the most frequent behaviors. Almost 80% of the students have indulged in at least one 
form of cheating. Female nursing students perceived the listed academically dishonest 
behaviors to be more serious than the male nursing students did at a p<0.05 level of 
significance. 
Conclusion: 
The findings of the study provide a dashboard of information on the perspectives of 
nursing students on academic dishonesty. It paves the way for a needed revision of the 
existing academic integrity policies, the establishment of rigorous practical measures 
aimed to combat cheating in examinations and assignment submission, and the 
implementation of culturally appropriate ethical and moral behavioral standards.. 
 

 
Title: 
Academic Dishonesty: Perceptions of Undergraduate Nursing Students in a Middle 
Eastern University 



 
 
Keywords: 
academic dishonesty, academic integrity and nursing students 
 
Abstract Summary: 

• Until recently, very few efforts have been made to study the dishonest 
behavior in Middle-Eastern universities. 

• This study examined the self-reported prevalence of on line cheating among 
nursing students and their perception on the successful strategies to combat 
academic dishonesty on campus in a public university in Oman. 

 
Late Breaking Reason: 
As we are converting many of our teaching learning strategies to online, it is imperative 
to understand the perception of nursing students on academic dishonesty. The integrity 
of the nursing profession may be jeopardized as students with the habit of cheating 
graduate and enter this noble profession. 
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