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Purpose: As category 4 Hurricane Harvey made landfall at San José Island on the 
south coast of Texas on August 25th 2017, it brought 115 to 130 miles per hour winds, 
heavy rains and a storm surge that flooded and swamped coastal areas. Harvey was 
unique in that it stalled over land and dropped more than 19 trillion gallons of rain which 
flooded parts of Texas. The challenge facing healthcare providers following a natural 
disaster is timely assessments of community need and available resources. Eighteen 
days after the initial assessment, faculty from UT Health San Antonio, School of Nursing 
(UTHSA SON) had secured support from The Children’s Health Fund and 
operationalized strategies to provide disaster relief and experiential learning 
opportunities for the Population Focused Health undergraduate students which 
translated theory into action through a community-nurse partnership. 
Methods: Twice a week, faculty and students met to start the three-and-a-half-hour 
journey to Rockport to provide disaster relief to the community. Anderson and 
McFarlane (2019) community-as-partner (CAP) model served as the framework to apply 
the nursing process to a community in crisis. Initially, the students were divided into two 
faculty supervised groups to: 1) provide primary care, 2) canvas neighborhoods to 
inform residents of services, and 3) conduct a community assessment. The students 
assessed patients' access to medical care, medications, food, clean drinking water and 
shelter. As the focus shifted to recovery, the team prioritized a need to address long-
term consequences for children after a natural disaster (Terranova, Boxer, & Morris, 
2009). Two educational sessions were designed using an interactive and instructional 
approach to discuss parental strategies to identify symptoms and support children as 
they navigated through loss after Harvey. 
Results: Through this experience, the students were able to: 1) better understand the 
role of the public health nurse; 2) explore the relational influence of social factors on 
population health, 3) identify stressors that create disequilibrium, 4) appreciate the 
importance of community directed strategies that promote health and recovery; and 5) 
provide support to parents and children post natural disaster. 
Conclusion: The strength of this community-nurse partnership was that:1) the focus 
never wavered, 2) residents were at the core of all decisions, and 3) the primary goal 
was flexibility. 
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