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Purpose: Traumatic limb loss occurs as a result of a sudden physical injury and 
severity, which requires immediate medical attention, as the body part is entirely or 
partially cut off due to an accident or violent incident (U.S. Library of Medicine, 2015). 
The earthquake of 2010 in Haiti resulted in one of the most significant losses of limbs in 
a single natural disaster (Aleccia, 2010). Based on documented research studies 
(Redmond et al., 2011, Chu et al., 2011, Marie et al., 2013) 1200 to 1500 amputations 
were performed as a result of crushing injuries, within the first five weeks following the 
earthquake. An estimated 4000 suffered amputations or had to have limbs amputated. 
There is a paucity of research that addresses the lived experience of the earthquake 
survivors who sustained a traumatic amputation as a result of this earthquake. The 
purpose of this descriptive phenomenological study was to investigate the phenomenon 
of traumatic amputations as talked about by eight female Haitian adults who suffered an 
amputation as a result of the 2010 earthquake in Haiti. 
Methods: Descriptive phenomenological methodology, as described by Amedeo Giorgi 
(2010) guided this study. This methodology provided the means to understand the lived 
experience for Haitian adults and to discover the meaning of the phenomenon of 
traumatic amputation as described by eight female Haitian adults. 
Results: The study uncovered four interconnected essential themes-ordeals of physical 
and emotional instability, marginalized to the fringes of society, pulled to security and 
safety by family and friends and deprived of norms and possessing hope- that 
illuminated the experience. 
The structural statement and findings from this research study of the lived experience of 
Haitian adult women who sustained a traumatic amputation, is of living a life filled with 
the ordeals of physical and emotional instability while being marginalized to the fringe of 
society and pulled to security and safety by family and friends into a network of 
untreasured norms and relentless hope. 
This study highlighted ordeals of physical and emotional instability for those with 
disabilities, as well as the way in which Haitian individuals living with amputations are 
often viewed by society as a burden and incapable of contributing. 
Conclusion: As findings uncovered a lack of communication between providers and 
patients, it is particularly important that nurses be educated in appropriate 
communication styles and bedside manner to enable them to more effectively convey 
information to patients and their families and to become more empathetic practitioners. 
Faculty can incorporate the knowledge gained from this study to influence curriculum 
development which integrates disaster preparedness courses and training. Academic 
organizations can work on making access to education for the disabled a priority; as 
well as curriculum that is geared to preparing healthcare first responders and 
communities in disaster preparedness and training. These types of preparations may 
help in the reduction of loss of lives and disabilities. 
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Abstract Summary: 
Little is known about the experience of traumatic amputation for Haitian Adults. The 
purpose of this descriptive phenomenological study was to investigate the lived 
experience of traumatic amputations as talked about by eight female Haitian adults who 
suffered an amputation as a result of the 2010 earthquake in Haiti. 
 
References: 

• Campbell DJ., Coll N., Thurston WE. (2012). Consideration for the provision of 
prosthetic services in post-disaster contexts: the Haiti Amputee Coalition. Disabil 
Soc; 27: 647-61. 

• Chu, K., Stokes, C., Trelles, M., & Ford, N. (2011). Improving effective surgical 
delivery in humanitarian disasters: lessons from Haiti. PLoS Med, 8(4), 
e1001025. 

• Danquah, L. & Brus, A. (2012). Representation and evaluation of disability in 
Haiti (Port au Prince). Technical Resources Division, International Centre for 
Evidence in Disability; 2013. 

• Delauche, M. C., Blackwell, N., Le Perff, H., Khallaf, N., Müller, J., Callens, S., & 
Allafort Duverger, T. (2013). A Prospective Study of the Outcome of Patients with 
Limb Trauma following the Haitian Earthquake in 2010 at One- and Two- Year 
(The SuTra2 Study). PLoS Currents, 5, 
ecurrents.dis.931c4ba8e64a95907f16173603abb52f. 
http://doi.org/10.1371/currents.dis.931c4ba8e64a95907f16173603abb52f 

• Domercant, J. W., Guillaume, F. D., Marston, B. J., &Lowrance, D. W. (2015). 
Update on Progress in Selected Public Health Programs after the 2010 
Earthquake and Cholera Epidemic - Haiti, 2014. MMWR: Morbidity & Mortality 
Weekly Report, 64(6), 137-140. 

• Frisch, H. M., Andersen, C. R. C., Mazurek, C. M. T., Ficke, C. J. R., Keeling, C. 
J. J., Pasquina, C. P. F., & MacKenzie, E. J. (2013). The military extremity 
trauma amputation/limb salvage (METALS) study. J Bone Joint Surg Am, 95(2), 
138-145. 

• Grech, C., & Debono, R. (2014). The Lived Experience of Persons with an 
Amputation. Malta Journal Of Health Sciences, 10.14614(2.54), 54-59. 

• Hottinger, D. G., Patel, B. M., Frechette, R. L., Walent, W., Augustin, M. E., & 
Daly, P. J. (2015). Building Surgical Capacity in Developing Countries: Lessons 
from Haiti and Honduras. Journal of Health Care for the Poor & Underserved, 
26(1), 278-286. doi:10.1353/hpu.2015.0011 

• Hunt, M. R., Chung, R., Durocher, E., & Henrys, J. H. (2015). Haitian and 
international responders' and decision-makers' perspectives regarding disability 



and the response to the 2010 Haiti earthquake. Global Health Action, 8(1), -1. 
doi:10.3402/gha.v8.27969 

• Jones, L., & Gulas, C. (2013). HAITI REVISITED. Gerinotes, 20(2), 11-13. Kar, 
N. (2006). Psychosocial issues following a natural disaster in a developing 
country: a qualitative longitudinal observational study. International Journal of 
Disaster Medicine, 4(4), 169-176. 

 
First Primary Presenting Author 
Primary Presenting Author 
Margarett Alexandre, PhD 
City University of New York/York College 
Department of Nursing 
Assistant Professor 
Jamaica, New York 
USA 
 
Author Summary: Margarett Alexandre earned her PhD from The CUNY Graduate 
Center and a Master’s Degree from Adelphi University in Nursing Administration with a 
minor in Education. Areas of expertise include Medical/Surgical Nursing and Nursing 
Administration. Research interest involves disability in the post 2010 Haiti Earthquake. 
Dr. Alexandre other interests includes: student mentoring and community initiatives both 
nationally and internationally. She also shares interest in transcultural nursing 
education, community engagement, service-learning, active learning strategies and 
health disparities. 
 


