
Introduction and Problem
Every 2 seconds someone aged 30 to 70 
years dies prematurely from non-
communicable diseases such as 
cardiovascular, chronic cardiovascular, 
chronic respiratory, diabetes or cancer (UN, 
2019). 

Seamless management of serious illness 
across settings with rapid response to 
special needs and changes in health 
status, and alignment with patient-family 
preferences and goals is needed for all.

Building palliative care capacity is an ethical 
imperative and care providers have 
educational needs (Brant et al., 2019). 

Methods
A team of interdisciplinary educators and 
content matter consultants will design virtual 
modular content to align with professional 
competencies and existing program 
objectives. 
The team is working through the Program 
[Re]Design (PRD) process (Fowler et al., 
2016) to develop innovative and creative 
teaching and learning components to 
educate future health professionals on 
palliative care and emphasize their role on a 
palliative care team. 
Collaborative learning techniques adapted to 
an online environment will be the embedded 
into the content. The project starts with a 
learning needs assessment survey 
concerning palliative care for students and 
faculty in the targeted programs, which has 
been designated as non-human subjects 
research by the Institutional Review Board. 
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Conclusion
Creative online learning modalities broaden opportunities for IPE 
across distances and curriculums. The project aims to improve IPE, 
reduce barriers and foster professional collaborations. Opportunities 
exist for creating and sustaining a culture of inclusive mentoring and 
professional development by nurturing a climate of respect between 
and among faculty and students in the learning in and about palliative 
care in an IPE environment. While this project has been temporarily 
put on hold due to the pandemic, work will resume in fall of 2020.
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Serious illness:
• health condition with a high risk of mortality and 
• either negatively impacts the person’s daily 

functions or
• quality of life or
• excessively strains their caregiver 
(Kelley & Bollens-Lund, 2018). 

Project and Deliverable
• An interprofessional education (IPE) project to develop 

collaborative learning experiences with palliative care content for 
multiple health-related programs.

• Collaborative learning is interactive group work with three 
essential elements: intentional design, co-laboring, and meaningful 
learning (Barkley, Major & Cross, 2014). 

• Targeted undergraduate and graduate programs include 
dentistry, nursing, medicine, public health, pharmacy, psychology, 
health and kinesiology, social work, professional counseling, and 
nutrition. 

• A set of interactive, IPE focused, learner-centered, palliative 
care modules that allow learners to asynchronously and across 
distances learn with and about a wide variety of professional roles 
involved in a palliative care team as well as how to personally 
impact the palliative care continuum. 

↑ US attention on care of the dying:
• growing elderly population
• structural barriers in access to healthcare
• fragmented healthcare system
• concerns about healthcare decision making (IOM, 

2015). 

A holistic palliative care team should be:
• Interdisciplinary
• Collaborative
• Patient-centered
• Family-centered
• Experts in both clinical and  communication 

(Ahluwalia et al., 2018). 

Poster ID: 104194

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals.html

	Slide Number 1

