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Introduction - Online educator facilitation, promoting student-centered learning development, 

requires integration of a variety of active participatory and self-directed learning processes. One 

such educational teaching strategy is VoiceThread (VT) integration, both as a tool for course 

content and assignments. Given today’s pedagogical arena, there is an expectation for creative 

innovative teaching encouraging thoughtful engagement, fostering a sense of community while 

instilling proactive interactions and participation. Exploring both educators’ and students’ 

perception of this pedagogy is necessary to understand its implications in education. 

Objectives - This presentation will discuss one educators’ utilization of VT in a graduate nursing 

online genomics course, sharing the educators’ perspective and those of students. In addition, 

utilizing VT as an orientation tool for both face-to-face didactic and online courses will be 

discussed. 

Methodology - Six-question survey link emailed, at the completion of the course: (1) Did you 

enjoy this assignment? (2) Did you view any of your colleagues VT presentations? (3) Do you 

feel there was an increase in your retention of the knowledge gained from this VT risk 

assessment assignment? (4) Did you experience difficulty developing and/or uploading your VT 

assignment?  Were the issues quickly solved? (5) Did you listen to my VT and (6) Any 

additional comments/feedback and feedback on your assignment.   

Results - A total of six graduate students responded with extremely positive feedback. All 

students enjoyed the VT assignment; majority viewed their colleagues VT presentations and all 

agreed it increased their knowledge retention. Some student comments were: “Thank you…for 

coming up with these innovative methods of learning” and “It allowed us to educate each other 

from the perspective of a patient; it was an example of a different method that we can maybe use 

to teach patients”. The educator enjoyed listening to the VTs, as it was an active process 

providing opportunities to hear students in an otherwise non face-to-face course.  

Conclusions - E-learning educators need to be cognizant of the dynamics of instilling a sense of 

community, while developing complex-reasoning skills. VoiceThread, a new asynchronous 

video sharing tool, embraces 21st Century students’ desire for social media activities while 

promoting proactive engagement that is necessary in an online environment.    
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