
Purpose
In the ever-increasing complexity of the healthcare 
environment, it is imperative that those working in this 
field learn to work collaboratively to increase patient 
safety and improve patient outcomes. 
Interprofessional Education (IPE) has been 
well-documented as an important element in the 
transition from the academic setting to professional 
practice. 

Implementation
IPE Week was advertised across campus. Attendees 
were given the opportunity to voluntarily participate in 
the study if they attended at least one IPE Week 
activity. Students from eight departments were eligible 
to be in the study. 
One week prior to IPE Week, students completed a 
demographic questionnaire and Student Perceptions 
of Interprofessional Clinical Education-Revised 
(SPICE-R) instrument (Dominguez et al., 2015), 
which measures student perceptions of 
interprofessional healthcare on the following three 
factors:
1) Interprofessional teamwork and team-based 

practice

2) Roles/responsibilities for collaborative practice

3) Patient outcomes from collaborative practice
The week after IPE Week, students again completed 
the SPICE-R and indicated the IPE Week activities in 
which they participated. 

Table 2. Comparison of Pre- to Post-IPE Week SPICE-R 
Factor Scores by Type of Learning Activity
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Objectives

This study sought to:
1) Determine if participation in at least one IPE Week 

activity would increase student awareness and 
perceptions of IPE

2) Determine the difference in outcomes based on 
the type of learning activity attended (experiential 
or passive).

Description
Multiple University of Indianapolis faculty from various 
health-related professions created an 
Interprofessional Education (IPE) Week, a series of 
12 IPE activities that included panel discussions, 
simulations, lectures, and experiential learning 
activities. 

Outcomes

Of the approximately 400 students targeted for participation, 
a total of 190 students completed both the pre-SPICE-R and 
the post-SPICE-R. The majority of participants were nursing 
students (Figure 1) with both undergraduate and graduate 
students represented (Figure 2). The majority of students 
participated in an experiential learning activity (Table 1). 

Implications

IPE Week activities that include participation of a 
diverse group of health care students can have an 
impact on student perceptions of interprofessional 
clinical education. Both didactic and experiential 
learning experiences may significantly improve 
students’ attitudes toward IPE. However, experiential 
learning experiences may have greater ability than 
more passive approaches in increasing perceptions of 
interprofessional teamwork and team-based practice. 
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Interprofessional 

Teamwork and 

Team-Based Practice

4.5 (0.63) 4.25 (1.0) .789 4.5 (0.75) 4.75 

(0.75)

< .001

Roles/Responsibilities 

for Collaborative 

Practice

3.67 (1.0) 4.0 (0.83) .021 3.67 (1.0) 4.0 (0.83) < .001

Patient Outcomes from 

Collaborative Practice

4.0 (1.0) 4.67 

(0.67)

.016 4.0 (0.67) 4.33 

(0.67)

< .001

Experiential Learning Activity Passive Learning Activity

• OT/PT Stereotypes: 18.9%
• Diabetes Escape Room: 17.9%
• Emergency Simulation: 14.7%
• Kick-Off Event: 12.6%
• Home Assessment: 11.6%
• Dementia Simulation: 4.2%

• Health Disparities Panel: 6.8%
• Addictions Panel: 5.3%
• Mock Trial: 2.1%
• Ethics Panel: 2.1%
• Interprofessional Panel: 1.6%
• Women in Leadership: 1.1%

Table 1. Percentage of Students Participating in an Experiential and 
Passive Learning Activity 

Improvement in perceptions of IPE occurred, regardless of 
the type of learning activity attended. Experiential activity 
participants significantly (p < .001) increased their attitude 
toward IPE for all three SPICE-R factors while those in the 
passive activity significantly increased their attitude in only 
two of the factors: Roles/responsibilities (p = .021) and 
Patient outcomes (p = .016).

Figure 1. Participant Profession Figure 2. Participant Class Status


