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Description/Overview: 
Traditional clinical is considered the gold standard of experiential learning. This rating 
assumes that the clinical experience allows students to reinforce the knowledge and 
skills gained in the classroom and foundational lab setting. In reality, however, each 
student’s experience in clinical is unique, based on the variability of the clinical setting 
and patient care needs. Simulation is a teaching strategy frequently utilized in nursing 
education. It has been shown to be an effective substitution for traditional clinical and 
provides a partial remedy for the randomness of the actual patient care experience. 
Both environments provide valuable learning experiences, but little is known about how 
they actually compare. A multi-site observational study was conducted to compare 
simulation and traditional clinical focusing on the activities occurring in each setting. 
This presentation will discuss the results of this study as well as discuss the challenges 
of conducting a multi-year, multi-site observational field research study. 
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Author Summary: Nancy J. Sullivan, DNP, RN is an Assistant Professor and Director 
of Clinical Simulation at the Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing. Throughout 
her expansive career, Dr. Sullivan has had a great variety of nursing experiences that 
included ED/trauma/critical care of both adult and pediatric patients, experience in 
nursing management and care coordination. 
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Author Summary: Sandy Swoboda is the pre-licensure simulation coordinator at the 
Johns Hopkins School of Nursing. She was the Co-Coordinator of the NCSBN 
Simulation Study at the school and has over 20 years of experience as an educator, 
lecturer and mentor in the clinical education setting. Areas of expertise include the 
pedagogy of simulation, clinical instruction, faculty development, and inter-professional 
simulation. Areas of research interest include simulation in nursing education, resilience 
and mindfulness. 


