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• A seven-day (8 hours/day) clinical rotation, including a pre-briefing orientation 

day, in a facility with 3 units: adult psychiatric (36 bed) and adolescent 

psychiatric (18 bed) both having dual-diagnosed individuals; and a 60-bed 

substance use rehabilitation unit.

• Student requirements included attending group therapy sessions on all three 

units; complete therapeutic communications with patients each day and 

discuss with clinical educator; attend interdisciplinary team meetings; research 

patient assignment and complete critical thinking and case study questions; 

observe a medication pass; assist with data gathering during morning and 

detoxification assessments; provide a presentation of assigned patient to 

clinical group on last day of rotation

• Student presentations include patient background, diagnosis, signs and 

symptoms, treatment plan including medications, therapy, care plan, and 

discharge plans

• Debriefing provided daily with each individual student and on last day with the 

group of students together

• This study was sparked by a bias self-reflection assignment which takes place 

earlier in the nursing program. Bias can lead to discriminatory and unethical 

nursing care if left unchecked. The researchers noted high numbers of bias 

toward substance use and questioned if a later clinical rotation in a psychiatric 

and substance use rehabilitation facility positively impacted this bias.

• Benefits for this study include changing the BIAS-beliefs, ideas, and attitudes of 

students toward the population with substance use disorder.  Patients and 

families will experience newly educated practical nurses that provide increased 

quality and nonjudgmental nursing care aiding in the healing process and 

leading to increased satisfaction in both patient and nursing cohorts.  Students 

receive a clinical education supported by evidence-based practice.
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The premise of this poster presentation is to identify a quality improvement intervention that 

changes negative perceptions and promotes positive attitudes regarding substance abuse.   

According to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (2018), almost 20 

million people aged 12 or older had a substance use disorder in 2017 with one in four young 

adults aged 18-25 being illicit drug users. This has significant effects on health, premature 

deaths, and disability. The National League for Nursing praised the United States Congress for 

the passage of legislation promoting opioid prevention and recovery in October of 2018, noting 

the impact of substance use disorder on individuals, families, and communities.  Nurses who 

provide care for drug users should have the necessary knowledge, skills, and attitudes that enable 

effective care for this patient population.  The attitudes of healthcare professionals have the 

ability to impact the delivery of quality care (Rassool, 2006).  One Practical Nursing school has 

provided the opportunity to work with people who have a substance use disorder for the past 

eight years.  There is little data on how this clinical experience impacts student perceptions and 

attitudes toward people with substance use disorder.  A quasi-experimental evaluation using a 

pre-test and post-test questionnaire was utilized to determine anticipated positive influences from 

the clinical experience. The research question applied to this study is as follows: Does the 

Clinical Experience at a Substance Treatment Center Impact Student Perceptions and Attitudes 

toward People with Substance Use Disorder? A literature review reveals that current research is 

available on undergraduate RN students and other interprofessional practitioners in health care 

but there is a paucity of Practical Nursing research.  With the use of a valid and reliable 

measurement tool, the Drugs and Drug Users’ Problems and Perceptions Questionnaire 

(DDPPQ), pre and post intervention perceptions and attitudes were measured to determine the 

effectiveness of the clinical experience.   

• Effectiveness of this clinical rotation in alleviating the BIAS was measured 

using a quasi-experimental, pre-test and post-test intervention with the 

use of a valid and reliable tool, Drugs and Drug Users’ Problems and 

Perceptions Questionnaire (DDPPQ).

• A Wilcoxon Signed Rank analysis was completed in SPSS for non-

parametric data, in addition to a Spearman Rho correlation for the 

demographic data in relationship to the answers on the questionnaire. 

In general, one 
can get 
satisfaction 
from working 
with drug 
users. 

Correlation 
Coefficient .200 -.442* .365   

Sig. (2-
tailed) .348 .031 .080   

N 24 24 24 24 
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• The results of the analysis indicate there is a significant statistical change in 

The perception and Bias of the students pre and post intervention.  All but 2 

questions had significance range between .000 and .047 med to large 

effect size, the largest being .614. The 2 exceptions that did not indicate 

statistical significance of impact of change were the following questions:  

• “In general I have less respect for drug users than for most other patients I work with.”

• “ I feel I do not have much to be proud of when working with drug users.”

The only correlations to demographics and specific questions are as illustrated.  


