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Purpose: This session is designed to help nurses’ increase their assessment skills to 
manage a variety of acute and chronic disorders. Physical exam findings indicating 
potentially severe illness in children will be reviewed. Essential components of multiple 
systems-focused exams will be presented. Sim Junior, a high fidelity interactive 
simulation mannequin will be utilized to demonstrate potentially severe illnesses in 
children. Participants will be invited to join an interactive question and answer session 
using technology at the conclusion of the presentation. The purpose of this teaching 
modality was to introduce certified school nurse/pediatric NP and undergraduate 
students to potential emergency scenarios in order to improve critical thinking skills and 
clinical judgment. Evidence demonstrates students’ knowledge improves with active 
learning experiences. 
Methods: School nurse based common emergency simulations were created by a 
Healthcare Simulation Operations Specialist, which increased the reality of the 
simulations. These simulations were incorporated into the assessment of the school-
aged child/adolescent course in the school nurse certification program. Simulations 
were designed based on curricular needs and clinical experiences that were deemed 
essential: anaphylaxis, hypoglycemia, drug overdose, and respiratory distress. The 
simulations provided not only opportunities for “reality” for the students but also for the 
faculty to provide debriefing/feedback to the students. 
Results: Student feedback regarding the simulations was requested at the completion 
of the course. All school nurse students participated in the simulations. Students 
reported increased confidence in their ability to use clinical judgement, critical thinking, 
and communication to manage pediatric emergencies. As many school nurses practice 
independently in their school, the degree to which the critical thinking skills and 
communication of novice school nurses improved is vital to the well-being of the 
children they serve. 
Conclusion: Simulations will continue to be part of the school nurse curriculum. 
Exposure to common pediatric emergencies in a safe simulation environment allowed 
school nurse candidates to develop necessary skills. Simulation should be used to 
expose students and nurses to new health care challenges as they appear in the school 
environment. 
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Abstract Summary: 
Over the past two decades, school nurses have assumed an expanded role in meeting 
the health needs of school-aged children. Children present with a wide range of 
complaints to the school health office. Many children are frequent visitors to the school 
health office. 
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Author Summary: I have been a registered nurse for over 25 years and I have over 16 
years teaching experience at a university. I have extensive experience public speaking 
in various venues including national conferences. An assistant professor at The College 
of New Jersey, certified school nurse, a certified nurse educator and a J & J School 
Nurse Fellow. 
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Author Summary: Dr. Tami Jakubowski is an Associate Professor in the Frances M. 
Maguire School of Nursing and Health Professions at Gwynedd Mercy University. She 
is also a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner at Southampton Pediatrics in Southampton, PA. 
Tami is a certified school nurse and a Johnson & Johnson School Nurse Fellow. She 
has an extensive background in pediatric nursing. Her research interests focus on 
school health and nursing clinical education. 
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Author Summary: Simulation Coordinator with over 35 years of nursing practice in 
CCU and simulation. Teaching in a variety of settings and across the curriculum in both 
graduate and undergraduate curriculum. 


