
THE TRANSFORMATIONAL 
ROAD TO TEACHING AND 
ASSESSING NURSING 
STUDENTS’ CLINICAL 
JUDGEMENT

A Faculty Development Project



Disclosures

Authors
Dr. Lisa Palmer
Dr. Taylor Edwards
Dr. Julia Greenawalt
The authors have no disclosures associated with this 
presentation.



PRESENTATION 
OBJECTIVES

• Discuss the current state of clinical 
judgment in nursing education

• Present strategies to facilitate faculty 
development around the concept of 
clinical judgment

• Provide guidance for developing your 
own Teaching Circle 



QUALITY 
IMPROVEMENT

Students were not meeting the benchmark for critical 
reasoning.
A department Performance Improvement Plan was 
generated.



WHAT IS A 
TEACHING CIRCLE?
A small group of faculty who make a commitment to work 
together over a period of at least a semester to address 
questions and concerns about the particulars of their 
teaching and their students’ learning. P. Hutchings



CLINICAL 
JUDGEMENT

Clinical judgment is defined as the
observed outcome of critical thinking
and decision-making. It is an iterative
process that uses nursing knowledge
to observe and access presenting
situations, identify a prioritized client
concern, and generate the best
possible evidence-based solutions in
order to deliver safe client care.



NCSBN MODEL OF 
NCJ



APPLIED FOR AND RECEIVED 
FUNDING
Center for Teaching Excellence



Personal and Peer Professional Development

Step 1

• Conducted a 
literature review

• Watched the 
NCSBN Webinar 

• Discussed the NCJ 
Model

• Assessed our own 
styles of teaching 
and assessing 
NCJ

Step 2

• Attended group 
professional 
development 
activities

• Constructed the 
goals and 
objectives for 
infusing clinical 
judgment 
throughout the 
curriculum

Step 3

• Conducted two 
Lunch and Learn 
Sessions for peer 
faculty

• Provided a faculty 
development 
workshop for our 
sister school with 
in our State 
System of Higher 
Education

Step 4

• IRB obtained
• Incorporating new 
NGN style items 
into junior and 
senior level 
courses

• Manuscript 
submitted

• Data collection 
continues as part 
of our PIP



Teaching NCJ

Use of simulation and debriefing

Case studies

In class NGN item rehearsal

Use of clinical post-conference time to review patient cases and examples of NCJ 
in action

NLN Guide to Teaching Thinking (2019)



Assessing NCJ

ITEM DEVELOPMENT REVISED CARE PLAN 
ASSIGNMENT

INCORPORATING 
ACROSS THE 
CURRICULUM 

ONGOING FACULTY 
DEVELOPMENT 
MEASURES 



FUTURE TC WORK

• IRB approved study for comparison of student 
performance on NGN items against standardized and 
existing data sources related to clinical judgment.

• Ongoing faculty development for our program
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