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Learning Outcomes

– Understand the importance of English language 
proficiency in a nursing program

– Describe the association between English language 
proficiency admission requirements and success in a 
nursing program

– Recognize the importance of providing an equitable 
education for ESL students



Students' English 
Language Proficiency and 

Success in a Nursing 
Program



A high level of English language 
proficiency is required in nursing 

programs
Some ESL  students do not have English 

language proficiency skills for success in the 
nursing program

– They struggle in the classroom
– They struggle in the clinical setting
– They are not safe in the clinical setting



Basic Interpersonal 
Communication Skills Cognitive Academic 

Language Proficiency 

Cummins’ Model of Language 
Acquisition



Communication Competence in 
Nursing Practice



Purpose of Study

Identify if ESL students are gaining 
admission into nursing programs with 

sufficient English language to be 
successful in the academic setting 

including being successful and safe in 
the clinical setting



Research Question

What is the association between 
nursing school English 

language proficiency admission 
requirements and success in the 

nursing program?



English Language 
Proficiency Admission 

Requirements

1. English Language Proficiency Test Scores
2. Previous Education in an English-

speaking Educational Institution
3. Amount of Time Lived in United States



Academic Variables

1. Didactic Course Grades 
2. Clinical Course Grades

3. Clinical Evaluation Tools 
4. ATI Assessment Scores 

5. Cumulative GPA at Time of Study 



Cross-Sectional Study
Undergraduate students in BSN program at a 

large Midwestern public university

Survey
Participation Rate

539/702 
77%

Academic Records
Participation Rate

441/702
63%



Sample Population 

– 441 students
– 50 ESL students  
– 15% males; 85% female
– 4 top countries of birth: United States, Iraq, 

Philippines, and Albania
– 4 most frequent languages spoken: Arabic, 

Tagalog, Albanian, and Polish



ESL students compared to native 
English-speaking students for 

academic variables  

Findings 
– 14 academic measures were 

significantly lower for ESL students 

– Matched sample: 14 academic measures 
significantly lower for ESL students



I was unable to explore the relationship 
between English language proficiency test 

scores and academic variables because there 
was only one student in the study admitted 

based on test scores.

Comparison of ESL students’ scores on 
English language proficiency test to 

academic success variables  



ESL students who graduated from a 
U.S. high school compared to  Native 

English-speaking students

Findings
– 12 academic measures were 

significantly lower for ESL students 

– Matched sample: 3 academic 
measures significantly lower for 
ESL students



ESL students who attended one or more 
years of English-speaking college compared 

to  native English-speaking students

Findings

– 12 academic measures were 
significantly lower for ESL students 

– Matched sample: 7 academic 
measures significantly lower for ESL 
students



Comparison of the number of years 
living in the United States with 

academic variables
Findings

– 14 academic measures with positive 
significant results 
(students living longer in U.S scored higher on academic 

variables)

– 4 academic measures with negative 
significant results  
(students living longer in U.S scored lower on academic 

variables)



ESL students living less than seven years in the 
U.S. compared to matched native English-
speaking students for academic variables

Findings

– 9 academic measures were 
significantly lower for ESL students 

– Matched sample: 4 academic 
measures were significantly lower for 
ESL students



The ESL student had lower mean 
scores on a large number of the 

academic measures 

The ESL study groups had lower mean scores 
ranging from 18-33 academic variables out of a 

possible 34 variables.

– The probability of  18 out of 34 academic variables 
lower by chance is p < 0.00001. 

– The probability of 33 out of 34 academic variables by 
chance is p < .000000001. 



What does this all mean?

What is the association 
between nursing school English 
language proficiency admission 

requirements and success in 
the nursing program?



So What?







Thank You  
And Questions
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