
ONCOLOGY PROFESSIONAL PERSPECTIVES 
ON CURRICULUM FOR A DISTANCE-

LEARNING PRE-LICENSURE ONCOLOGY 
NURSING ELECTIVE COURSE 

Naomi Cazeau, MSN, ANP-BC, AOCNP
Tresa Kaur PhD, RN-BC, NPD-BC, CNE, CNE-cl, CHSE, CTN-A



BACKGROUND

Cancer is the second leading cause of death in the United States 
(American Cancer Society, 2019). 

This specialty knowledge may intimidate new graduate nurses 
from pursuing careers in oncology (Dorcy et al., 2016). 

There is a role for academic nursing programs to address 
oncology learning needs at the pre-licensure level. 

With the emergence of distance learning, a platform exists to 
seamlessly integrate such course work into a nursing program’s 
curricula as an elective course. 



PURPOSE

• The purpose of this study was to survey 
oncology nursing professionals, throughout 
the U.S., to gather their opinions on a pre-
licensure distance-learning oncology 
nursing curriculum. 

• AIM: To create a partnership between 
academic nurse faculty and nurse clinicians 
in curriculum development



METHOD

1. Using the ONS Oncology Nurse Generalist Core 
Competencies (ONS, 2016) as a framework, 
curriculum for a distance learning oncology nursing 
elective course was developed by two educators, one 
of whom is also an oncology nursing professional.

2. Objectives, content, teaching strategies, and 
evaluation methods were included in the curriculum. 

3. Study participants rated specific aspects of the 
curriculum, including alignment with objectives, 
content progression, and comprehensiveness, using a 
Likert survey developed by the researchers. 

4. Open-ended questions were also included to elicit 
more detailed feedback on the curriculum and 
distance learning as a teaching strategy. Feedback 
from open-ended questions were coded and 
evaluated for inclusion in the revised curriculum. 



SAMPLE

Convenience sampling, from oncology nursing social media networks, and snowball sampling, from the 
researcher’s personal networks, were used for this survey.

Inclusion criteria: nurses who have a current role in oncology and at least 5 years of experience. 

A total 70 responses were received. Only 46 respondents answered each question completely. 

Characteristics of the Sample 



RESULTS

Course objectives were clear and comprehensive (M = 1.41, SD 0.68, n = 64), relevant to the discipline of 
oncology nursing (M = 1.31, SD 0.61, n = 64), and succinct and measurable (M = 1.77, SD 0.93, n = 64).

The entire curriculum was aligned with the course objectives (100%, n = 46), met the learning needs of a new 
oncology nurse (91%, n = 42), and was logically sequenced (97%, n = 44).

Content from each unit was comprehensive (82-94%), aligned with curriculum objectives (89-100%), and 
organized in a progressive manner (93-98%).

Results supported that the nursing process was well integrated throughout the curriculum.



RESULTS

Participant recommendations largely included either additions to content or greater emphasis 
on specific content areas. Unit 1 through Unit 6 were modified based on recommendations 
from the surveys. 

Participants agreed oncology content is an important addition to nursing curricula, either as 
an elective or a course requirement.

Online learning was generally viewed as convenient and valuable but there were mixed 
thoughts based on results from the survey. 



O N C O L O G Y  
C U R R I C U L U M  

Unit Course 
Objective(s)

Curriculum 
Content

Teaching Strategy Evaluation

1 Identifies 
biology specific 
to cancer 
including 
epidemiology, 
pathophysiology, 
immunology, 
and genetics.

Epidemiology

Pathophysiology

Basic Immunological 
Concepts of Cancer

Top 5 Cancers

Screenings and 
Prevention

Genetics

Text with Images, Statistics, Diagrams 
(Epidemiology and Pathophysiology)

Slide Presentation with Notes 
(Pathophysiology, Basics Immunological 
Concepts of Cancer)

Poll – Top 5 Cancers

Self-Assessment – Risk for Cancer – Tool 
to evaluate risk factors based on lifestyle 
factors

Video Presentation related Genetics

Open Forum for Questions 
for Content Review

Fact or Fiction: 
Epidemiology True/False 
Quiz

Critical Thinking Questions

Discussion Board: 
Reflection of Self-
Assessment Risk Tool



IMPLICATIONS

Oncology clinical experts may not have expertise in nursing education 
or curriculum design, but they do offer critical content expertise.

The survey findings support an elective oncology nursing course in pre-
licensure curricula.The range of opinions, from clinicians, on the use of 
distance-learning suggests this method is best considered in light of 
intended course objectives and local learning needs.

The curriculum proposed is an efficient evidence-based option for pre-
licensure educators and academic administrators to increase needed 
oncology content, which can be adapted to the classroom setting.

The course presented does not include a clinical 
component, however active teaching methods such as virtual simulation 
and sync sessions can be used to reinforce content and also provide 
practice developing a variety of skills.



LIMITATIONS 

SMALL SAMPLE OF ONCOLOGY 
CLINICAL PROFESSIONALS.

SURVEY FATIGUE WAS A RISK THAT 
POSSIBLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE 

LEVEL OF ATTRITION SEEN.

THIS COURSE HAS YET TO BE 
TESTED, 



CONCLUSION 

Greater oncology content is needed within 
pre-licensure nursing curricula. 

A well-designed elective course can offer a 
basic foundation for oncology nursing to 

pre-licensure nursing students with diverse 
learning needs.

The distance-learning platform offers a 
convenient method of integrating this 

content into a program’s curriculum as an 
elective course. 
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