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Purpose: Across the nursing discipline, clinical teaching surfaces as core to prepare students for 

practice, build learning experiences, and ease transition. At present, clinical teaching is provided 

using the faculty-driven and preceptor-driven model, with the latter being rife in health 

professional education. This study aimed at exploring the pedagogical principles of the 

preceptor-driven model. 

Methods: The descriptive, qualitative, multiple-case study design, guided by the cognitive task 

analysis (CTA) research, was used to gain insights into how 18 preceptors, situated in three 

health care facilities, provided clinical instruction to undergraduate nursing students. The two-

step procedure characterizing CTA entailed direct observation of preceptors while teaching 

students and face-to-face interviews. Observation notes and interview data were analyzed using 

two different modes of interpretation: pattern identification and data thematization. 

Results: Pursuing from the 18 observation field notes and interviews, a number of teaching 

behaviors were captured, reflecting the preceptors’ conceptions of how students learn best in a 

clinical environment. Four core teaching constructs were identified: (1) learning relationship, (2) 

competency-building, (3) advocacy, and (4) meaning-making. While teaching concentrated on 

competence-building and enabling students, the meaning-making practices were subordinated, 

even omitted by the majority of the participants. In-depth analysis of the preceptors’ conceptions 

of teaching and practices led to the salient features of learner-centered clinical teaching. 

Conclusion: Clinical teaching is critical when considering the preparation of students in a 

complex teaching environment. Four conceptions of teaching emerging from the study, 

‘partnership, enabling, advocacy, and meaning making' constitute the constructs of the preceptor 

pedagogy and of clinical teaching curriculum that focuses on learners and learning. While 

concentrating efforts on competence development is certainly critical, the need for developing 

clinical reasoning skills, stands out as a major recommendation from this study. Since the 

preceptorship model is ubiquitous in most practice disciplines, the study may be replicated in 

other health professional disciplines. Such practices will intensify advocacy for a better 

preparation of the future health professionals. 
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Abstract Summary: 

Clinical teaching is critical when considering the preparation of students in a complex teaching 

environment. The four constructs of â€ ˜ partnership, enabling, advocacy, and meaning making' 

emerged as the building blocks of the preceptor pedagogy. Teaching nursing students how to 

make meaning, stood out as the least emphasized construct by preceptors. 

 



References: 

• Dahlke, S., O’Connor, M., Hannesson, T., & Cheetham, K. (2016). Understanding clinical 

nursing education: An exploratory study. Nurse Education in Practice, 17, 145-152. 

• Lasater, K., Nielsen, A.E., Stock, M., & Ostrogorsky, T.L. (2015). Evaluating the clinical 

judgment of newly hired staff nurses. Journal of Continuing Education in Nursing, 46(12), 563 e 

571. 

• Nielsen, A., Lasater, K., & Stock, M. (2016). A framework to support preceptors’ evaluation and 

development of new nurses’ clinical judgment. Nurse Education in Practice, 19, 84 e 90. 

• Phuma-Ngaiyaye, E., Bvumbwe, T., & Chipeta, M.C. (2017). Using preceptors to improve 

nursing students’ clinical learning outcomes: A Malawian students’ perspective. International 

Journal of Nursing Sciences, 4, 164-168. 

• Pront, L., Gillham, D., Schuwirth, L. (2016). Competencies to enable learning-focused clinical 

supervision: A thematic analysis of the literature. Medical Education, 50, 485-495. 

• Ward, A., & McComb, S. (2017). Precepting: A literature review. Journal of Professional 

Nursing, 33, 314-325. 

 

First Primary Presenting Author 

Primary Presenting Author 

Lina Kantar, EdD 

American University of Beirut 

Hariri School of Nursing 

Clinical Assistant Professor 

Beirut 

Lebanon 

 

Author Summary: Lina Kantar is an assistant professor at the American University of 

Beirut, Lebanon. She has vast experience as an educator in Lebanon and the Gulf; is 

an advocate for innovative instruction and assessment in both classrooms and service 

with interest in blended learning. 


