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• A monastic order founded in Germany 
during the 14th century

• A nursing order caring for the diseased, 
the insane, and the rejected poor

• Expanded in Germany and to Belgium

• First US congregation in 1866 in Chicago
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• 1866 First Chicago hospital – 8 beds

• 1868 Second Chicago hospital – 70 beds

• 1962 first female patients admitted

• 1966 – St Alexius Hospital opened in Elk 
Grove Village 

• 1968 – Chicago hospital closed
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• 1894 – annual series of 24 two hour 
lectures by physicians

• 1898 – Alexian Brothers Hospital School of 
Nursing incorporated

Fifth all male school in the US
Two year program
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• 1952 – National League for Nursing (NLN) 
accreditation

• 1966 – decision to close the school

• 1969 – last class graduates (21 nurses)
Total number of graduates – 779
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to present the oral histories of men 
who graduated from the Alexian 
Brothers Hospital School of Nursing, 
especially their experiences during 
their pre-licensure nursing program.
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a research tradition that records 
an individual’s account of events 
that he or she experienced; 
these recollections are placed 
into a social and cultural context
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Advantages 
• adds life to historical facts

Disadvantages
• reliance on an individual’s 

memory
• may be influenced by a desire to     
enhance one’s image



• Interviews were conducted in person, 
usually in the participants’ homes

• Interviews were conducted between 
2005 and 2009

• Audio-recorded, transcribed, and 
reviewed by the participants for 
accuracy

• MaxQDA used for data management 
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Primary Sources 

records of the Alexian Brothers Hospital 
School of Nursing, including the Diaconian, 
the annual yearbook

Secondary Sources

books and articles referencing men nurses 
and nursing education in the 1950s and 
1960s.
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• 23 men were interviewed

• Graduated between 1952 and 1969

• Age at matriculation ranged from 17 to 27

• 2 were religious brothers
(one of these later left the Brothers)

• 21 were lay students
(one of these later became a Brother)
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• getting settled 

• academic work

• clinical experiences

• social life
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• Young and naïve

• Apprehensive about the academic work

• Roommates

• Restrictions, especially for those who 
were older 
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• Difficult or not?

• Sun up to sun down

• Return to studying

• Attrition

18



19



20



21



22



At the Alexian Brothers Hospital

Affiliations
• Maternity
• Psychiatry
•.Pediatrics
• Communicable Diseases
• Industrial Nursing
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Female nursing students

Sports

Drinking
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General Consensus

Received an excellent education which was 
the foundation for their continued 
education and successful nursing careers

Developed values of compassion and 
service while they were learning from the 
Brothers. 
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Vince (Class of 1959) 

‘We were serious on how to work, yet we 
were joyful in our appearance’ 

‘I would have to say in my 50 years in 
nursing, since ’59, I have not had one day, 
not one day that I ever, ever regret 
coming into the profession’.
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• The participants who shared their stories and 
photographs with me

• Alexian Brothers Provincial Archives
Donna Dahl, archivist 

• Curry College 

• My husband, Edward Quigley, for his many years 
of support

• Photo credits: Diaconian (1969)
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