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GAPFON Purpose and Strategy

GAPFON®

PURPOSE
To establish a global voice and vision for 
the future of nursing and midwifery that 
will advance global health while 
simultaneously strengthening professional 
roles.

STRATEGY
Bring key stakeholders together,  globally 
and by region, to plan for the future of 
global health, nursing and midwifery.



GAPFON Core Panel Members and Consensus
Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Hong Kong, Ireland, Jordan, South Africa, Thailand, United Kingdom, United States

2013-2015

2015-2017

Professional Issues
• Leadership
• Policy (including research)
• Workforce/Work 

Environment/Practice
• Education/Curriculum

Global Health Issues
• Communicable Disease Outbreaks
• Disaster Preparedness & Response
• Maternal Child Health



Regional Meetings 2015-2016 
To identify, prioritize and make recommendations regarding key issues, especially 

those where nursing and midwifery can take the lead to advance global health.

SE Asia/Pacific Rim/Oceania 15-16 June 2015
Caribbean 17-18 July 2015
Latin America 20-21 July 2015 
North America 22-23 Feb and 25-26 Feb 2016
Middle East 23-24 March 2016
Europe 1-2 June 2016
Africa 18-19 July 2016



Global Sponsors and Regional Sponsors
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South East Asia/Pacific Rim
Regional Meeting



South East Asia/Pacific Rim
Global Health Issues

• Non-Communicable Diseases
• Chronic Disease
• Aging/Aged
• Maternal Child Health
• Mental Health/Suicide
• Communicable Diseases
• Disaster Preparedness



Caribbean Regional Meeting

GAPFON®



GAPFON®



Latin America Regional 
Meeting



Latin/Central America
Global Health Issues

• Non-Communicable Diseases
• Maternal Child Health
• Communicable Diseases
• Disaster Preparedness
• Mental 

Health/Violence/Substance 
Abuse

• Aging



Middle East Regional Meeting

GAPFON®



Middle East 
Global Health Issues
• Disaster Preparedness 

and Response
• Non-Communicable 

Diseases
• Communicable 

Diseases
• Mental Health

GAPFON®



Europe 
Regional 
Meeting

GAPFON®



Europe
Global Health Issues

• Non-Communicable Diseases
• Mental Health
• Aging
• Maternal Child Health
• Migrant/Refugee Health Care 

Issues
• Communicable Diseases



Africa Regional Meeting



Africa
Global Health Issues

• Maternal Child Health
• Communicable Diseases
• Non-Communicable Diseases
• Mental Health



North America Regional Meetings
Groups 1 and 2

GAPFON®



GAPFON®



Company confidential ©2017 Sigma Theta Tau International. All rights reserved worldwide.

Global Summit and Chapter Challenge

BETH BALDWIN TIGGES PHD, RN, PNP, BC
PRESIDENT 2017-2019, SIGMA

17 November 2019



The 
Report

GAPFON®



GLOBAL HEALTH 
PRIORITIES

Reflecting the cumulative rankings across all 
regions, the top five global health priorities were: 

1. Noncommunicable Diseases, including 
Chronic Diseases 
2. Mental Health in general, as well as 
secondary to Substance Abuse and to 
Violence 
3. Communicable Diseases 
4. Disaster Preparedness and Response 
5. Maternal-Child Health

GAPFON®



The
GAPFON®

Model



GAPFON 
Implementation

Strategy Summit - Global 
Nursing & Midwifery 
Organizations

Regional/Local 
Implementation - Sigma 
Chapters and Members

GAPFON®



Global Strategy 
Summit

________

Geneva, Switzerland
October 2018

• Collaborations 
to address 
common 
priorities

• Unique 
programs and 
initiatives

GAPFON EXECUTIVE
• Hester Klopper, Chair
• Martha Hill, Chair Emeritus
• Beth Tigges, Sigma 

President
• Liz Madigan, Sigma CEO
• Cathy Catrambone, Past-

Pres
• Ric Ricciardi, President-

Elect
• Cynthia Vlasich, Director, 

Global Initiatives

• World Nursing and 
Midwifery 
Organizations’ Global 
Strategy Summit 
Statement 

• Mapping document







Regional and 
Local 
Implementation

• Sigma’s Global 
Regional 
Councils

• Chapter 
Initiatives



GAPFON 
Challenge 

for 
Chapters • The Great GAPFON Challenge
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GAPFON IMPACT

GAPFON®

PURPOSE : To establish a global voice and vision for the future of nursing and 
midwifery that will advance global health while simultaneously strengthening 
professional roles - ACHIEVED

STRATEGY: Bring key stakeholders together,  globally and by region, to plan for the 
future of global health, nursing and midwifery – ACHIEVED

COLLECTIVE STATEMENT:  World Nursing and Midwifery Organizations’ Global 
Strategy Summit Statement – ACHIEVED 

CHAPTER PARTICIPATION - ACHIEVED





Download the Report and 
follow developments on:

•www.gapfon.org
•Twitter: @STTI and 
@GAPFONvoice

http://www.gapfon.org/
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