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Background Future Directions

Service learning enhances 

student understanding of their 

role in the community and 

profession in traditional and 

online settings. 

Promotes critical and reflective 

thinking encouraging application 

of theories and concepts learned 

in the classroom to real-world 

situations. 

Increases responsibility and 

independence promoting 

learning, gaining confidence, and 

helping to prepare for lifelong 

learning. 1

Three types of service-learning 

recognized by the School of 

Nursing: 

• service to the community

• service to the university

• service to the profession

Collaborative learning process is 

beneficial in achieving learning 

outcomes through creation of 

shared ideas and planning to 

foster creativity and inclusion. 2

• Traditional and online students 

assessing community needs 

and planning a service project 

for participation from both sets 

of students. 

• Study abroad opportunities for 

both traditional and online 

students providing a forum for 

service and mentorship.
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Online Articulation 

Students (RN-BSN)

Assignment Goals:

• Provide similar opportunities 

for learning as traditional BSN 

counterparts. 

• Strengthen existing nursing 

practice. 

• Showcase achievement of 

student learning outcomes. 

Example: 

Students join a program that 

addresses civic needs, civic 

pride, and/or supports diversity 

and inclusion in the workplace, 

community, or in the online 

setting. 

Presentations

Oral and visual presentations for 

all assignments were expected of 

RN-BSN students.

Student comment: “I am aware that 

I need to remain dedicated to a 

commitment of making a positive 

impact within my community … 

maintaining the respect for it’s 

diverse cultures”. 

Traditional BSN 

Prelicensure Students

Assignment Goals:

• Students allowed to pursue 

experiences in their field of 

interest. 

• Encouraged to select activities 

which enhances not duplicates 

traditional instructor-led clinical 

experiences. 

Example:  

Students participated in a Stand 

Down for Veterans event assisting 

veterans to find services that would 

be of most help to them.

Journaling

Reflective journaling revealed 

critical thinking, consideration of 

diverse perspectives, and a 

broadened worldview.  

Students revealed that a bridge 

was formed linking learning and 

action and commitment to 

others.
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