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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are the next evolution of the United Nations’ Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs). The key difference between the MDGs and the SDGs is that the latter 

applies to all countries, not just those with low- or middle-income status. As we consider the position of 

nursing in the implementation of the SDGs, our global body of research has already made significant 

contributions to meeting multiple SDGs and has even greater potential to make a broader impact in the 

future. The purpose of this presentation will be to highlight where nursing’s significant contributions to 

the SDGs have occurred through research and where there are opportunities to expand the scope and 

impact of our research in the near and far future. This presentation will highlight how nurses can 

contribute to sustainable development both domestically and internationally through research. 

Grounded in the work of Amartya Sen, we will begin the presentation by reviewing key concepts 

pertaining to sustainable development. In principal, sustainable development is social and economic 

development that benefits all and reduces inequality in all its forms. We will offer conceptual 

considerations for how these ideas can be adapted to nursing and the research of the profession. We 

will then focus on the core areas of the SDGs sensitive to nursing research in our presentation—Good 

Health, No Poverty, No Hunger, Quality Education, Stable Work, and Gender Equality. Opportunities for 

nursing research include the growth areas of institutional strengthening; infrastructure development; 

environmental elements of clean water, soil, and air; sustainable cities and consumption; and finally, 

partnerships. The last SDG is critical for nursing to demonstrate through its research not only for the 

sake of advancing its professional agenda, but also to ensure that we retain a professional voice at the 

policy table that is grounded in an evidence-based foundation produced from an interdisciplinary body 

of research that includes studies generated by our colleagues. 
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Abstract Summary: 

The purpose of this presentation will be to highlight where nursing’s significant contributions to 

the SDGs have occurred and where there are opportunities to contribute in the near and far 

future. 

Content Outline: 

I. Introduction: Nursing Research and the SDGs 

A. Historical overview. 
B. The importance of professional institutions. 
II. Body 
A. A conceptual overview of sustainable development. 
1. Sustainable development seeks to reduce inequities to support economic growth. 
2. Countries that make major development strides see advancements in the 
development of the nursing profession. 



B. Core areas of the SDGs sensitive to nursing research. 
1. Good health - The one where we have the most impact. 
2. No poverty - Nursing research addresses poverty every day. 
3. No hunger - Nurses were some of the first to document the effects of hunger via 
research. 
4. Quality education - Without quality educational systems, nursing research cannot 
happen. 
5. Stable work - Research on nurses' work environments grows annually, with 
consensus close. 
6. Gender equality - Without addressing gender issues in a country, nursing research 
does not develop. 
C. Opportunities for the future via partnerships. 
1. Institutional strengthening - How research can strengthen the professional institution 
of nursing. 
2. The environment (air, water, soil) - Where nursing research needs to go to address 
the environment. 
3. Sustainable cities & consumption - How nursing research can contribute to creating 
sustainable cities and advocate for efficient consumption. 
III. Conclusion 
A. Nursing research is contributing to the SDGs and has the potential to expand its 
impact. 
B. Linking nursing research to sustainable development can expand its scope and 
impact. 
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Author Summary: Dr. Squires studies health workforce capacity building, primarily in low and 

middle income countries. Recent studies have focused on primary care workforce development 

and obesity management strategies, interprofessional education in geriatrics, health workforce 

migration policy in Latin America, and promoting evidence-based practice among front line 

healthcare providers. To date, her research has occurred in 30 countries. She is a health labor 

markets consultant for the World Bank and a Fellow with the Migration Policy Institute. 

 


