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Methods 

• The first phase involved convening a task force with key 

stakeholders including the Dean and two faculty members 

from PSON, the Director of Education and the Nurse 

Residency Program Coordinator from MSHS and the 

Director of the Department of Geriatric & Palliative care.

• The second phase was to implement the educational 

content at PSON for the student nurses, the new graduate 

residency program and practicing nurses at MSHS. The 

End of Life Nursing Education Consortium (ELNEC) course 

for prelicensure students was implemented in the ABSN 

Summer 2019 cohort at PSON and was threaded through 

the curriculum. The ELNEC course modules were offered 

in the residency program in Fall 2019 and will be offered 

later in the Fall to RNs at MSHS. 

• The final phase will be to initiate a clinical rotation for all 

student nurses on the palliative care unit at MSHS during 

their Spring 2020 clinical courses

Conclusions 

• The task force established the framework for an academic-

practice partnership as a first step towards increasing the 

knowledge of students, nurses in a residency program and 

staff nurses in providing palliative and EOL care.

• The successful development of the task force will further 

strengthen the structure for future academic–practice 

collaboration to increase nursing competency in palliative and 

EOL care, thereby improving the quality of care for this 

patient care population.
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Results 

The palliative and EOL care knowledge level of students, 

nurses in the residency program and staff nurses will be 

assessed by a pre and post quiz after completion of the 

ELNEC modules

Purpose 

The purpose of this project was to establish a framework for an 

academic-practice collaboration to prepare student nurses, 

new graduates in a residency program, and practicing nurses 

to provide compassionate, evidence-based palliative and EOL 

care. 

Introduction/Background

• Improving care in the final phase of life is an important 
healthcare and societal goal, yet essential content related to 
end-of-life (EOL) issues continues to be minimal in nursing 
schools.  In order to prepare a nursing workforce that can 
function effectively in this new health care delivery 
environment, educators must collaborate to provide 
education and clinical experience in palliative and EOL care. 

• Academic-Practice collaboration and partnerships strengthen 
nursing education and practice and help nurses to lead 
change and advance health. This project established the 
organizational structure for an academic-practice 
collaboration between the Philips School of Nursing (PSON) 
and its clinical partner, the Mount Sinai Health System 
(MSHS); a consortium of seven teaching hospitals committed 
to geriatrics and palliative care.

• This collaboration ultimately may create systems for nurses 
to achieve educational and career advancement, prepare 
nurses of the future to practice and lead, provide a structure 
for nurse residency programs, and provide mechanisms for 
life-long learning.
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