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Purpose: Youth development and refugee and immigrant justice work is dominated by adult, White, and 
non-immigrant perspectives. The Youth Voices! Project aimed to strengthen refugee and immigrant youth 
capacity to address youth issues of concern through leadership development, skill building, fostering 
teamwork and partnerships, and community building. A collaborative community organizing approach 
based on principles found in community-based participatory research engaged youth and students in 
working collaboratively on health-related issues that youth identified for school and community-level 
change. The Youth Voices! Project builds on the work of a community-academic partnership to provide 
reciprocal learning experiences for population health nursing students and refugee and immigrant youth 
around issues of health and wellness affecting their community. 

Methods: Youth and students met weekly from September 2016 to April 2017 with skilled group 
facilitators to build and apply skills in community organizing. Students worked with refugee and immigrant 
youth to 1) identify a community problem/need of concern to the youth, 2) conduct a community 
assessment, 3) analyze assessment data and prioritize problem statements, 4) create a plan to address 
the priority problem, 5) implement an intervention, and 6) evaluate the intervention. Youth and students 
led the assessment and organization of the community around the issue of bullying - addressing a root 
cause - cultural misunderstanding - through an evening of cultural celebration. 

Results: Outcomes of the community organizing process included: increased visibility of the youth in the 
community, identification of additional community leaders, and enhanced student and youth confidence in 
their own agency since being a part of the group. The community organizing process led to the 
subsequent implementation of a second intervention by the youth targeting school principals. 

Conclusion: The Youth Voices! Project can serve as a model for empowering, collaborative youth and 
student education for change in community-academic partnerships. Best practices/the cornerstones of 
public health nursing practice such as relationship development, collaboration, and social justice were 
demonstrated through this project. 

 

 
Title: 
Youth Voices! Project: Collaborative Community Organizing for Refugee and Immigrant Youth Justice 
 
Keywords: 
Collaboration, Community-Based Partnership and Nursing Education 
 
References: 
Pottie, K., Dahal, G., Georgiades, K., Premji, K., & Hassan, G. (2015). Do first generation immigrant 
adolescents face higher rates of bullying, violence and suicidal behaviours than do third generation and 
native born? Journal of immigrant and minority health, 17(5), 1557-1566. 

Walsh, S. D., De Clercq, B., Molcho, M., Harel-Fisch, Y., Davison, C. M., Madsen, K. R., & Stevens, G. 
W. (2016). The relationship between immigrant school composition, classmate support and involvement 
in physical fighting and bullying among adolescent immigrants and non-immigrants in 11 
countries. Journal of youth and adolescence, 45(1), 1-16. 



Minkler, M. (Ed.). (2012). Community organizing and community building for health and welfare. Rutgers 
University Press. 

Keller, L. O., Strohschein, S., & Schaffer, M. A. (2011). Cornerstones of public health nursing. Public 
Health Nursing, 28(3), 249-260. 

Staples, L. (2016). Roots to power: A manual for grassroots organizing: A manual for grassroots 
organizing. ABC-CLIO. 

Wilson, N., Minkler, M., Dasho, S., Wallerstein, N., & Martin, A. C. (2008). Getting to social action: The 
youth empowerment strategies (YES!) project. Health Promotion Practice, 9(4), 395-403. 

 
Abstract Summary: 
The Youth Voices! Project aimed to strengthen refugee and immigrant youth capacity to address youth 
issues of concern through leadership development, skill building, fostering teamwork and partnerships, 
and community building. 
 
Content Outline: 
Learning outcomes: 

• Describe The Youth Voices! community organizing process. 

• Identify 3 outcomes of a collaborative community organizing approach for youth and students. 

Presentation overview: 

Background: The Youth Voices! Project builds on the work of a community-academic partnership to 
provide reciprocal learning experiences for population health nursing students and refugee and immigrant 
youth around issues of health and wellness affecting their community. 

Approach: A collaborative community organizing approach 

Project Description: Youth and students met weekly from September 2016 to April 2017 with skilled group 
facilitators to build and apply skills in community organizing. 

Outcomes: Outcomes of the community organizing process included: increased visibility of the youth in 
the community, identification of additional community leaders, and enhanced student and youth 
confidence in their own agency since being a part of the group. 

Implications: The Youth Voices! Project can serve as a model for empowering youth and student 
education for change in community-academic partnerships. 

This presentation relates directly to the following theme of the 30th International Nursing Research 
Congress on 25-29 July 2019: Theory-to-Practice: Catalyzing Collaborations to Connect Globally by 
connecting community organizing theory to education and community health practice, strengthening 
academic-community collaboration, and offering a model for empowering, collaborative youth and student 
education for change in community-academic partnerships - created locally - and that can be 
implemented globally across nursing education settings. 

The Youth Voices! Project is an innovative, evidence-based education and practice strategy that has the 
potential to improve refugee and immigrant health promotion outcomes globally. 
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