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obJeCtives
 Discuss process of developing and incorporating case studies 

appropriate for various courses.

 Discuss strategies for student buy-in and full participation.

 Discuss evaluation of impact of intervention through various 
means.

 Discuss implications for nursing education.
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the problem in nUrsing 
 Projections of nursing shortage

 Increase in enrolment in traditional tracks 

 Emergence of non-traditional avenues into nursing 

 Strain on nursing faculty 

 Clinical placement for students  



impaCt on stUdents and faCUlty  

Increased class size

Use of technology 

Less one-one-one interaction with faculty



impaCt on stUdents and faCUlty 

Emergence of alternative 
teaching and learning 
styles

Critical thinking 

Knowledge synthesis 



why Unfolding Case stUdies? 
Utilized in simulation over the last 

decade

 Evidence for fostering critical 
thinking and clinical reasoning  

 Scarce evidence for utilization in 
classroom

 Engaging, learner centered, and 
develops spirit of inquiry  



theoretiCal framework 



stage theory of CritiCal 
thinking development 



implementation and methods

Choosing the appropriate course

Selecting the pilot topic setting 
expectations 

Student buy-in 

Setting expectations 



implementation and methods

 Forming Student groups 

 Developing case studies 

 Sample questions 
1. What fluid and electrolyte imbalance is this client experiencing? 
2. What associated symptoms you should check for? 
3. What other diagnostic exams are required to fully understand client 

condition and why? 
4. What possible nursing interventions would you implement? 
5. List 3 applicable nursing diagnoses
6. How would you evaluate the impact of nursing interventions?



implementation and methods 

Classroom presentations 

 Clear guidelines 

 Safe environment 

 Group presentations

 Changing an aspect of the case 

 Questions from other students  



resUlts  
Exam Grades 

Exam Fall 17 Spring 18 Fall 18 Spring 19

Mean 
Median 
Range

87.3
88

73-5 - 96.9
A = 38
B = 57
C = 13
D = 0

77.6
77.3

60.1 – 94.6
A = 5

B = 29
C = 55
D = 13

87.4
88

70-100*
A = 51*
B = 52
C = 9
D = 0

84.8*
85.2*

67.2 – 97.2*
A = 22*
B = 56*
C = 16*
D = 1*

Final 85.4
86

70 - 98

84.3
84.2

74.9 - 96

89.5*
90

79 - 97

85.2
85.1

74.3 - 98.7

* = p < 0.05



resUlts Cont.…
Simulation Experiences 

 Pre-simulation work

 Exit questionnaires 
Question Fluid and Electrolyte 

I feel better prepared to care for real patients Strongly Agree: 65
Somewhat Agree: 16
Do Not Agree: 2

I feel more confident in my decision-making skills Strongly Agree: 62
Somewhat Agree: 17
DO Not Agree: 3

I feel more confident that I will be able to recognize changes in my real 
patient's condition

Strongly Agree: 62
Somewhat Agree: 19
Do Not Agree: 2

Completing the simulation helped me understand classroom 
information better

Strongly Agree: 77
Somewhat Agree: 6
Do Not Agree: 0



resUlts Cont.…
Observational and Anecdotal data 
 Student personal testimonials

 Use of compiled document as 
study tool 

 Office hour visits 

 Student opinions of instructors 



Only 35% of entry level nurses meet expected standards of 
critical thinking and clinical judgment 

Aging population with comorbid medical conditions 

 Student self confidence and efficacy

Type of student population  

 Institutional support for faculty 

impliCations for nUrsing 
edUCation 



Your thoughts?
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