
Development of 3 Novel Technologies to 
Support Cancer Survivors

Person-Directed Team-Based 
Process for Nurse-Led Invention

Rachel Walker, Ph.D., RN
Assistant Professor, College of Nursing
Associate Director, Center for Personalized Health Monitoring 



Disclosures
• No Conflicts of Interest 
• Funding 

– NIH P20 UMANAGE Center Pilot Grant (P20 NR16599)
– Susan G. Komen Foundation Career Catalyst Research Scholar Grant 
– Oncology Nursing Foundation/Sigma Nursing RE1 Research Grant
– Rays of Hope Breast Cancer Foundation 
– AAAS-Lemelson Invention Ambassadors Program

The content is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official 
views of the National Institutes of Health, the Susan G. Komen Foundation, the Oncology Nursing 
Foundation, Sigma Nursing Foundation, or the AAAS-Lemelson Invention Ambassadors Program.



@UMASSWalker

Learning Objectives
Attendees will be able to:
• Reflect on their own identity & responsibilities as inventors who are 

part of a long history of nurse leaders inventing for health equity
• Describe elements and case examples of a person-directed, team-

based approach to nurse-led invention
• Commit to integrating principles of equity-centered community design 

into invention and innovation for health & health care as a whole
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TECHNOLOGISTS COMMUNITY

NURSE INVENTOR 
Translation
Assessment

Creative Co-Design
Team Science

Health beyond Biomed



www.creativereactionlabs.com
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Slide courtesy of Zohreh Homayounfar of Dr. Trisha Andrew’s Lab, UMASS Amherst
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GOALS
• Viable product that addresses an unmet need………….maybe

• BUT ALSO

• Level Power Hierarchies
• Raise Visibility of Community & Nursing 
• Subvert & Transform the Invention Ecosystem

28#AmplifyNursing

AND
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