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Introduction: Increased interest in global health nursing as a career path has led to the need for more 
formal academic clinical program standards clarifying the roles of the student, faculty and host country 
personnel in planning and evaluation. 

Aim: The aim of this study was to develop and validate learning domains, competencies, and evaluation 
tool for graduate-level experiential nursing global health programs. 

Background: Standard competencies have not been synthesized and delineated nor have evaluation 
tools been developed for global health programs at the graduate level. In addition little input from host 
country personnel in establishing evaluation of practicums have been sought. 

Design: A combination of a documentary literature review and expert consensus panel to validate results 
was used as a design for this study. 

Methods: The NLM and CINAHL databases were searched for articles published between 2007-2017 
relevant to graduate-level global health nursing programs. Data were extracted and coded, from which 
themes regarding learning domains, competencies, and evaluation items were derived. Then a three-step 
expert panel was used to refine and form a statistical representation (>.78 agreement on importance, 
relevance and clarity) of the learning domains, competencies, and evaluation items. The expert panel 
members came from an international background with academic or clinical strength. 

Results: 26 relevant articles were included for the documentary review, 18 concerning learning domains 
of global health immersion programs and 8 concerning interdisciplinary global health competencies 
specific to nursing. These learning relationships were then formatted into a table subdivided between 
learning categories for expert panel consensus. After expert panel review, a compendium of learning 
domains, competencies and evaluation items resulted. 

Conclusion: Global health clinical learning practicums are essential for graduate-level preparation of 
nurses. Learning domains, competencies, and evaluation tools need to be adopted and empirically tested 
by international and national nursing associations. Successful faculty-host partnerships assure program 
sustainability and builds needed capacity at both ends of the relationship. 
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Abstract Summary: 
This study describes development of a tool designed to build academic standards and a comprehensive 
evaluation of graduate level nursing students having clinical immersion practicums in low resource 
settings from the perspective of students, faculty and host country. 
 
Content Outline: 
Introduction – Graduate nursing students have expanded their clinical practicums outside of the United 
States into clinical settings in low resource countries. 

1. The academic global health community, and the nursing discipline specifically, have identified 
global health competencies needed by students for successful partnerships, however, heretofore 
the collection of these competencies has not been synthesized and delineated by educational 
level. nor have evaluation tools been developed by which to assess achievement of these 
competencies. 

2. This study describes development of a tool designed to build academic standards and a 
comprehensive evaluation of graduate level nursing students having clinical immersion 
practicums in low resource settings from the perspective of students, faculty and host country. 

Body 

1. The first aim of this study was to identify learning domains and competencies for experiential 
nursing global health programs at the graduate level. 

1. The initial step was a comprehensive integrative literature review on the subject of 
interdisciplinary global health competencies. 

a) Twenty-six articles were included in the review. 



b) Eighteen articles discussed programmatic learning domains 

c) Eight articles discussed nursing-specific interdisciplinary global health competencies. 

2. Based on the literature review patterns and themes emerged and were then categorized into learning 
domains, competencies, and evaluation items specifically delineated for students, faculty and host 
country personnel. 

2. The second aim of the study was to develop a tool by which to evaluate the achievement of global 
health nursing competencies. 

1. A 3-step expert panel review was conducted to form a statistical representation of experts’ consensus 
on the programmatic learning domains, competencies, and evaluation items that resulted from the 
integrative review. 

a) Five academic experts reviewed the items identified for importance and clarity and the items were 
revised based on their responses. 

b) The revised items were then submitted to three international experts for review and revised based on 
their responses. 

c) The revised composite was then resubmitted to three members of the first panel for final approval. 

3. The evaluation items form a tripartite tool by which to evaluate graduate-level global health immersion 
programs from three perspectives – student, faculty and host personnel. 

1. Student learners who are not sufficiently prepared for global health immersion practicums may find 
themselves frustrated and disappointed with unrealistic goals. This tool seeks to avoid such negative 
outcomes. 

2. This tool offers faculty a guide for constructing the curricular and practical aspects of global health 
learning programs to meet mutually beneficial goals. 

3. Host personnel actively involved in program planning and evaluation creates an atmosphere of mutual 
respect and bi-directional partnership. 

Conclusion - Use of a tool will help to ensure that students meet essential competencies, and that 
evaluation of global health immersion programs are planned and evaluated collaboratively by HRC 
university faculty and host country personnel. 
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Author Summary: Tracy Kelly received her DNP from Yale University and a BSN from Georgetown 
University. She has over 20 years of academic and clinical experience as a pediatric nurse practitioner. 
Her particularly interest is in developing global health nursing as a subspecialty and educating students 



appropriately for global health work. She has lived and worked in Cambodia, Indonesia, Tanzania, 
Jamaica, Rwanda, Mauritania, and most recently Sierra Leone. 

 


