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Background/Significance of problem: 

Living in the culture of poverty challenges people when seeking healthcare. Attitudes of staff caring for 
the poor can affect return to the care system and health outcomes. In the United States, 43.1 million or 
15.9% of the population live in poverty. Nurses should be aware of and understand personal attitudes and 
biases toward poverty to positively effect health outcomes. 

Clinical question/project purpose: 

The purpose of this project is to assess the attitudes of nurses toward patients from the culture of poverty 
and provide an educational intervention about poverty to effect positive change in those attitudes. What 
are the attitudes of registered nurses toward patients from the culture of poverty? How does an 
educational intervention change those attitudes? 

Search of literature/best evidence: 

Databases used included CINAHL, Proquest Health and Medical Complete, Social Work Abstracts, 

socINDEX, PsychINFO, Medline, and EBSCOhost. Google Scholar provided topic 

information. Search terms included attitudes, culture, poverty, culture of poverty, attitudes 

toward poverty, stigma, bias, cultural diversity, perceptions, poor, nursing, and cultural nursing 

theories. Inclusion criteria for works reviewed included editorials and peer reviewed published 

articles and books from the years 1928-2017. 

Clinical appraisal of literature/best evidence: 

A need exists for further exploration of the attitudes nurses have toward patients from the culture of 
poverty. When appraising current research, few studies focused on attitudes of nurses toward patients 
from the culture of poverty. Nursing has a moral and ethical responsibility to ascertain there is no 
differentiation in care for poor patients. Literature indicates that poverty patients have limited access to 
quality healthcare compared to the middle and upper classes. 

Integration into practice: 

Nurses who volunteered in the study participated in a one-hour CEU educational offering about the 
culture of poverty. Participants learned about the culture of poverty, how to care for patients from the 
culture of poverty, and became cognizant of their bias. 

Evaluation of evidenced-based practice: 



A quasi-experimental research design utilized a cross-sectional pre/post survey of registered nurses 
working at a local rural hospital. Attitudes of the nurses toward poverty were analyzed using the Attitudes 
Toward Poverty short form developed by Yun and Weaver before and after an educational presentation 
about the culture of poverty. Demographic data was collected via a set of nominal/ordinal level questions 
designed by the principal investigator. Descriptive statistics were used for the data analysis. 

 

 

Title: 

Caring for the Poor: Nurses' Attitudes Toward Patients From the Culture of Poverty 

 

Keywords: 

Attitudes, Nurses and Poverty 

 

References: 

                                                                    
Allen, H., Wright, B. J., Harding, K., & Broffman, L. (June 2014). The Role of Stigma in Access to Health 
Care for the Poor.        Milbank Quarterly, 92. 

Atherton, C. R., Gemmel, R. J., Haagenstad, S., Holt, D. J., Jensen, L. A., O’Hara, D. F., & Rehner, T. A. 
(1993). Measuring        attitudes toward poverty: a new scale. Social Work Research & Abstracts, 29(4), 
28-30. 

Fee, E., & Bu, L. (2010). The origins of public health nursing: the Henry street visiting nurse 
service. American Journal of          Public Health, 100(7), 1206-1207. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2009.R6049 

Klass, P. (2016). Saving Tiny Tim- Pediatrics and Childhood Poverty in the United States. New England 
Journal of Medicine,        374, 2201-2205. 

Menzel, N., Willson, L. H., & Doolen, J. (2014). Effectiveness of a poverty simulation in second life: 
changing nursing                student attitudes toward poor people. International Journal of Nursing 
Education Scholarship, 11(1), 1-7. 

Noone, J., Sideras, S., Gubrud-Howe, P., Heather, V., & Mathews, L. R. (November 2012). Influence of a 
poverty                      simulation on nursing student attitudes toward poverty. Journal of Nursing 
Education, 51(11), 617-622. 

Patterson, N., & Hulton, L. (2012, March/April). Enhancing nursing students’ understanding of poverty 
through simulation.        Public Health Nursing, 29(2), 143-151. 

Price, J. H., Desmond, S. M., & Eoff, T. A. (1989). Nurses’ perceptions regarding health care and the 
poor. Psychological            Reports, 65, 1043-1052. 

Reutter, L. I., Sword, W., Meagher-Stewart, D., & Rideout, E. (2004). Nursing students’ beliefs about 
poverty and health.          Journal of Advanced Nursing, 48(3), 299-309. 



Ritten, A., Waldrop, J., & Wink, D. (2015). Nurse practitioner students learning from the medically 
underserved: Impact            on attitudes toward poverty. Journal of Nursing Education, 54(7), 389-393. 

U.S. Census Bureau. (2016). Retrieved from: http://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-
series/demo/income-                            poverty/historical-poverty-thresholds.html 

Wittenauer, J., Ludwick, R., Baughman, K., & Fishbein, R. (2015). Surveying the hidden attitudes of 
hospital nurses                  towards poverty. Journal of Clinical Nursing, 24, 2184-2191. 

Wolfe, B. (2015). Reducing health disparities by poverty status. Retrieved from www.irp.wisc.edu 

Yun, S. H., & Weaver, R. D. (2010, Fall 2010). Development and validation of a short form of the attitude 
toward poverty          scale. Advances in Social Work, 11(2), 174-187. 

 

Abstract Summary: 

Patients from the culture of poverty are challenged when seeking health care. When nurses are cognizant 

of their personal attitudes and biases toward poverty, practice may change and improve health outcomes 

for this population. 

 

Content Outline: 

STTI Poster Content Outline 

 
1. Introduction 
a. In the United States, 43.1 million or 15.9% of the population live in poverty. 
b. Attitudes of staff caring for the poor can affect return to the care system and health outcomes.  
2. Clinical question/project purpose 
a. What are the attitudes of registered nurses toward patients from the culture of poverty?  
b. How does an educational intervention change those attitudes?  
3. Clinical appraisal of literature/best evidence 
a. Few studies focus on attitudes of nurses toward patients from the culture of poverty.  
b. Nursing has a moral and ethical responsibility to ascertain there is no differentiation in care for poor 
patients.  
4. Integration into practice 
a. One- hour CEU offered about the culture of poverty  
b. Learning about the culture of poverty, how to care for patients from the culture of poverty and 
becoming cognizant of personal bias may improve nursing practice 
5. Evaluation 
a. Quasi-experimental research design utilizing a cross-sectional pre/post survey of registered nurses 
working at a local rural hospital 
b. Attitudes Toward Poverty Short Form survey used to assess nurse attitudes 
c. Survey results currently being analyzed 
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