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Nurses frequently encounter patients involved in trauma, exploitation, or maltreatment but are not
prepared to care for this vulnerable population. Nurses who care for individuals, families, and populations
where accidental and intentional injuries occur should have knowledge and application of forensic nursing
concepts. Ensuring students meet competencies geared toward current and future needs of patients,
families, and communities is a necessary component of an effective nursing curriculum. The purpose of
this convergent parallel mixed method study was to examine the nursing faculty assessment of the
importance of including forensic nursing concepts in undergraduate nursing curriculum and explore the
integration of forensic nursing concepts in undergraduate nursing curriculum. The Transformative
Paradigm theoretical framework (Mertens, 2010) guided the study. The theory leads researchers in
supporting societal justice by calling to action to address cultural and societal marginalized populations. A
purposive sample of full-time nursing faculty employed in undergraduate accredited nursing programs
across the United States was utilized for this study. An investigator designed instrument, the Forensic
Nursing Concept Assessment was created, piloted, and implemented for the study. Data was gathered
through SurveyMonkey® and analyzed using thematic coding, descriptive statistics, Pearson’s correlation,
and analysis of variance (ANOVA). Results indicated statistically significant differences between nursing
faculty’s primary area of clinical practice, teaching area, and type of program and the importance of
including forensic nursing concepts in undergraduate nursing curriculum. Also, results indicated
statistically significant differences between faculty’s primary teaching area, the primary area of clinical
practice and curriculum integration perspectives. Thematic coding determined undergraduate nursing
faculty introduce forensic nursing concepts on a surface level. Nursing curriculum is built around a
national licensure exam. Interdisplinary collaboration is fundamental in the success of integration of
forensic nursing concepts in undergraduate nursing curriculum. The triangulation of qualitative and
guantitative data suggests the nursing faculty support forensic nursing concepts in undergraduate nursing
curriculum, but require knowledge, skills, and support for successful integration. Undergraduate nursing
faculty have a misunderstanding of the term forensic. Nursing faculty are challenged to ensure nurse
generalists receive basic forensic education to improve healthcare to victims of violence.

Title:
Nursing Faculty Assessment of the Integration of Forensic Nursing Concepts in Undergraduate Nursing
Curricula

Keywords:
Forensic Nursing Concepts, Mixed-Method Research and Undergraduate Nurse Educators

References:

Abdool, N. N., & Brysiewicz, P. (2009). Research: A description of the forensic nursing role in emergency
departments in Durban, South Africa. Journal of Emergency Nursing, 35(1), 16-21.
doi:10.1016/}.jen.2008.02.003

DeBoer, M., Kothari, R., Kothari, C., Koestner, A. L., & Rohs, T. (2013). What are barriers to nurses
screening for intimate partner violence? Journal of Trauma Nursing, 20(3):155-
60. doi:10.1097/JTN.0b013e3182a171b1



Drake, S. A,, Langford, R., Young, A., & Ayers, C. (2015). Forensic nursing science knowledge and
competency: The use of simulation. Critical Care Nursing Quarterly, 38(1), 81-88.
doi:10.1097/CNQ.0000000000000045

Eldredge, K. (2008). Assessment of trauma nurse knowledge related to forensic practice. Journal of
Forensic Nursing, 4(4), 157-165. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.193938.2008.00027.x

Henderson, E., Harada, N., & Amar, A. (2012). Caring for forensic population: Recognizing the
educational needs of emergency department nurses and physicians. Journal of Forensic Nursing, 8(4),
170-177. doi:10.1111/j.1939-3938.2012.01144.x

Kent-Wilkinson, A. E. (2009a). An exploratory study of forensic nursing education in North America:
Constructed definitions of forensic nursing. Journal of Forensic Nursing, 5(2), 201-211.
doi:10.1111/j.1939-3938.2009.01055.x

Kent-Wilkinson, A. E. (2009b). Forensic nursing education in North America: Social factors influencing
educational development. Journal of Forensic Nursing, 5(2), 76-88. do0i:10.1111/j.1939-
3938.2009.01038.x

Linnarsson, J. R., Benzein, E., & Arestedt, K. (2014). Nurses’ views of forensic care in emergency
departments and their attitudes, and involvement of family members. Journal of Clinical Nursing, 8(24),
266-274. doi:10.1111/jocn.12638

Louwers, E., Korfage, I. J., Affourtit, M. J., Scheewe, J.H., Van de Merwe, M. H, Vooijs- Moulaert, A.F.,
...Koning, H. J. (2012). Effects of systematic screening and detection of child abuse in emergency
departments. Pediatrics, 3(130), 457-463. doi:10.1542/peds.2011-3527

Lynch, V. A. (1990). Clinical forensic nursing: A descriptive study in role development (Master’s thesis).
Available from ProQuest Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI N0.194054084)

Sekula, L. K., Colbert, A. M., Zoucha, R., Amar, A. F., & Williams, J. (2012). Strengthening the science of
forensic nursing through education and research. Journal of Forensic Nursing, 8(1), 1-2.
doi:10.1111/j.1939-3938.2012.01136.x

Strunk, J. L. (2017). Knowledge, attitudes, and beliefs of prenursing and nursing students about sexual
assault. Journal of Forensic Nursing, 13(2), 69-75. doi:10.1097/JFN.0000000000000152.

Woodtli, M. A., & Breslin, E. T. (2002). Violence-related content in the nursing curriculum: A follow-up
national survey. The Journal of Nursing Education, 41(8), 340-348.

Abstract Summary:

A mixed-method study examined nursing faculty's assessment of including forensic nursing concepts in
undergraduate nursing curriculum. The amalgamation of qualitative and quantitative data suggests the
nursing faculty support the integration of forensic nursing concepts in undergraduate nursing curricula,
but require knowledge, skills, and support for successful integration.

Content Outline:
I. Introduction

1. Nurses encounter forensic patients every day that requires knowledge, skills, and behaviors to care for
this vulnerable population.



2. Undergraduate nursing faculty are positioned to equip students with the education required to care for
forensic patients.

II. Methodology

1. Purpose of the Study
2. Transformative Paradigm Theoretical Framework
3. Mixed-method research design
1. Sample-Full-time nurse educators employed in accredited undergraduate nursing
programs.
2. Setting- Geographic region of the United States
3. Instrumentation- The Forensic Nursing Concept Assessment researcher designed
instrument
4. Procedure-
1. IRB approval
2. Email to accredited undergraduate nursing schools across the US
3. Access to SurveyMonkey?

lll. Analysis of Data

1. Research Questions

1. Thematic coding

2. Descriptive statistics
2. Hypotheses Findings

1. ANOVA

2. Pearsons Correlation
3. Triangulation of Data

IV. Conclusion

1. Statistically significant differences were found between faculty’s primary teaching area, primary
area of clinical practice, and type of program and the inclusion importance of forensic nursing
concepts in an undergraduate nursing curriculum.

2. Statistically significant differences were identified between faculty’s primary teaching area,
primary area of clinical practice, and curriculum integration perspectives.

3. Integration of forensic nursing concepts will be a challenge.

4. Forensic is a misunderstood term.

5. Time is a significant factor in the integration of forensic nursing concepts
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