
ST U DY  P U R P O S E
1) To explore English as a Language Learner (ELL) student 

nurse experiences of National Council Licensure Exam for 
Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN) style questions.

2) Consider ways ELL student nurses can better prepare. 

R E S E A RC H  A I M S
1) To generate an interpretation of the experiences of ELL 

student nurses answering NCLEX style questions, and 
describe or identify the mechanisms they use to answer 
NCLEX style questions. 

2) Design potential interventions to prepare students for 
success.

R E S U LTS
• Team of hermeneutic scholars will analyze transcripts using a Heideggerian approach to 

analysis (Crist & Tanner, 2003).
• Results will be rendered in the form of overlapping patterns that illuminate and interpret 

common experiences across student participants (Vandermause, 2012).
• An answer to this research question is expected to involve a broader elicitation and analysis 

of storied accounts that show how ELL students experience successes and challenges in 
demonstrating their knowledge and preparing for future nursing careers. 

I M P L I C AT I O N S

• Understanding patterns of experience by a diverse 
group of ELL students may provide openings that 
are unique for individuals yet manifest for 
educators as points of intervention in the 
educational process for ELL students. 

• Educators may be able to help ELL student nurses 
to refine their test taking skills and also better 
adapt to educational processes in the U.S. 

CO N C LU S I O N S

• It is expected that the methodological approach 
will uncover common processes for ELL students 
that have been unexamined and can fashion 
preparatory refinements in the teaching/learning 
process.
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BAC KG RO U N D
• Increasing minority nurse representation in the United States 

will assist in alleviating the nursing shortage and in 
addressing the health care disparities in our healthcare 
system (Gordon & Copes, 2010).

• Donnell (2015) articulates that English as second language 
student nurses are more likely than non-ESL students to be 
out of sequence or released from a nursing program due to 
academic failure.

• English as second language graduate nurses have a 40% lower 
pass rate on the NCLEX-RN (Olson, 2012).

• Identifiable areas of concern that have an impact on 
academic success include language, learning models, test 
taking, and cultural differences (Hansen and Beaver, 2012) 

• How students think about, process, and respond to NCLEX 
style questions is not well understood so exploring 
experiences may provide insight into areas that have not 
been considered.

M E T H O D O LO GY  A N D  M E T H O D
 Convenience sampling from College of Nursing (n=15)
 In-depth interviews conducted by primary investigator using a Heideggerian hermeneutic 

approach
 Hermeneutics is used in situations where meaning is sought and a deeper, perhaps 

overlooked, understanding is missing from the extant literature (Diekelmann & Ironside, 
2006) 

 Hermeneutic analysis of transcripts using analytical team
 In depth interviews using a hermeneutic phenomenological methodological approach are 

used to elicit an understanding of how ELL student nurses experience test questions. This will 
help assist in future solution-oriented research.
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