
Student Led 
Discussions

Student interaction with the 
residents consisted on 
attending events at the 
center, taking them 
shopping, helping with health 
care needs and care in the 
home. Classes they created 
were based on:

Healthy Eating, Relationships, 
First Aid, what to ask the MD.

Results
What we found was that the 
students attitudes towards 
persons with disabilities 
improved after the 12 months.

The main areas were: 
• Most disabled persons are more self-conscious than 

others.

• Disabled persons can’t be as successful as other 
workers.

• Disabled people usually don’t make much of a 
contribution to society.

• Disabled people show as much enthusiasm as other 
people.

• Most disabled persons are not dissatisfied with 
themselves.

• Most disabled persons do not get easily 
discouraged.

• Disabled people are just as self-confident as other 
people.

• Physically disabled persons are often less intelligent 
than non-disabled ones.

We will continue to participate 
in the community and 
encourage more students to 
become part of the Arc group.
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Survey Questions & Results
At the beginning of the student orientation to the Arc Village, the students are given a 

voluntary survey. Attitudes towards Disabled Persons (ATDP) survey consists of 30 

items related to the perception toward disabled persons. An IRB # 950112-3 from the 

UNF was obtained.

In addition, all students received a power-point program on the background of Arc and 

the conditions most commonly seen in the residents. Each condition had a brief 

overview of the description and some commonly seen tips for educational needs.

At the completion of the student’s time with the Arc, the students were asked to repeat 

the survey. Again this was voluntary.

Purpose
The purpose of this study was 

to explore the attitudes of 

nursing students toward 

intellectually and 

developmentally challenged 

persons before and after 

immersion in a community 

Home-base project.

The study is conducted as part 

of a grant through the 

Riverside foundation, called 

ACTN- Advocacy and 

Clinical Training of Nurses and 

Healthcare professionals in 

relation to Adults with 

Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities.

The project is conducted with 

the individuals who live at the 

Arc Village Jacksonville.

Methodology
The students in this study were 

all from the accelerated 

program. They chose the Arc 

Village as their home-base. 7 

students initially chose Arc in 

the summer of 2016, then 

another 6 in fall 2016 and 8 

more in spring of 2017. The 

students stay with the Arc 

group for the 12 months that 

they are in the accelerated 

nursing program.

They are required to 

complete 20 hours each 

semester with a culminating 

80 hour project on a health 

need at the end.



# 6 Disabled workers 

cannot be a successful as 

other workers

Answer % Count

1 I agree very much 0.00% 0                        

2 I agree pretty much 0.00% 0

3 I agree a little 7.69%                  8.3% 2                          1

4 I disagree a little 11.54%                8.3% 3                          1

5 I disagree pretty much 15.38%                25% 4                         3

6 I disagree very much 65.38%                58.33% 17                       7

Total 100% 26                        12



# 4- Most disabled 

persons are more self-

conscious than other 

people

Answer % Count

1 I agree very much 0.00% 0                  

2 I agree pretty much 3.85% 0

3 I agree a little 38.46% 10                        

4 I disagree a little 34.62%               8.33% 9                          1

5 I disagree pretty much 7.69%                 16.67% 2                           2

6 I disagree very much 15.38%               75% 4                           9

Total 100% 26                        12

Red- Post survey group


