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IMPORTANT PROGRAM MILESTONES

Milestones in the PhD program include 

diagnostic exams, comprehensive exams, 

proposal defense, and your final dissertation 

defense.  Preparing adequately for these 

exams may look different depending on your 

institution.  Understanding your institutions 

timeframes and expectations is pivotal to 

success and may affect transition through the 

program.

CHOOSING A RESEARCH TOPIC FOR YOUR 

DISSERTATION   

This is the most important decision related to 

the PhD.  This section discusses how your 

choice of dissertation topic can determine 

the ease of transition from student to building 

your own research trajectory and its impact 

on your employability after graduation

LIFE AFTER GRADUATING: WHAT NEXT? 

There are many factors that go into a 

decision on whether to pursue a post-doc or 

to go straight into an academic or industry 

job. These many include career trajectory, 

personal factors such as need to relocate, 

finances and funding, and area of research 

specialization, among others. 

INTRODUCTION 

In nursing, a PhD is considered the pinnacle 

of academic degrees that promises its holders 

the prospects of success in higher education, 

research, administration, clinical management, 

and research. The purpose of this paper is to 

highlight some personal triumphs and pitfalls 

while acquiring my BSN to PhD and to 

answer the question- knowing what I know 

now, what could I have done differently?

CHOOSING THE BEST UNIVERSITY FOR YOU

The following factors should influence my 

decision on which university to apply to: 

proximity to my house; scholarships awarded; 

type of program (online vs traditional); and fit 

with personal research trajectory. You have to 

have a research mentor on faculty. This makes 

the processes easier especially when it comes 

to selecting a dissertation committee. 

MAKING IT THROUGH THE FIRST YEAR

The first year is usually hard because of trying 

to acclimate to the doctoral program.  This is 

also the best time to pick a research topic if 

you haven’t already done so.  Choosing a 

topic from the beginning is important because 

it allows the student time to build on 

research from one semester to the next. 


