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Purpose: Ethics is the application of values and moral rules to human activities and involves moral duty 

and obligation. The literature highlights key benefits from debate as a teaching-learning strategy for 

developing critical thinking and analytical skills while fostering teamwork and communication. The 

purpose of this study was to evaluate the effects of debate-based learning on moral sensitivity, moral 

judgment, and ethical decision making in the nursing ethics education. 

Methods: The study was a non-equivalent control group pretest-posttest design. This study was carried 
out from May 22 to July 28, 2017. Participants were sixty-four senior nursing students who assigned to 
either an debate-based learning group or traditional lecture group. Debate-based learning lasted eight 
weeks with two hours per week. The students in the debate-based learning group were divided into three 
groups. The debate-based learning required each team member to write an analysis of the issue and a 
summary of the debate on the affirmative and negative sides of the dilemma cases for each session. The 
debate-based learning consisted of 16 rounds of affirmative and negative sides, with a total of 40 
minutes, consisting of the introduction, cross-examination, rebuttal, conclusion, operation time and 
finishing. Outcomes were measured moral sensitivity, moral judgment, and ethical decision making 
questionnaires. 

Results: There was a significant improvement in idealistic judgment of ethical decision making (p=.018) 
and realistic judgement of ethical decision making (p=.017) in the debate-based learning group than the 
traditional lecture group. However, moral sensitivity (p=.884), 4 stage scores of moral judgment (p=.833) 
and P score of moral judgment (p=.091) were not statistically significant between two groups. 

Conclusion: Nursing as a practice discipline will best be served using a variety of teaching and learning 
strategies in the undergraduate education of nursing students. Based on the findings of this study, a 
debate-based learning for ethics education of undergraduate nursing students is very effective to promote 
ethical decision making. 

 

 

Title: 

The Effect of Debate-Based Learning in the Nursing Ethics Education 

 

Keywords: 

Debate, Ethical decision making and Nursing ethics 

 

References: 



Arrue M, Unanue S, Merida D. Guided university debate: Effect of a new teaching-learning strategy 

for undergraduate nursing students. Nurse Educ Todoi: 10.1016/j.nedt.2017.08.011. Epub 2017 Sep 

5. 

Hartin P, Birks M, Bodak M, Woods C, Hitchins M. A debate about the merits of debate in nurse 
education. Nurse Educ Pract. 2017 Sep;26:118-120. doi: 10.1016/j.nepr.2017.08.005. Epub 2017 
Aug 7. 

Elliott N, Farnum K, Beauchesne M. Utilizing Team Debate to Increase Student Abilities for 
Mentoring and Critical Appraisal of Global Health Care in Doctor of Nursing Practice Programs. J 
Prof Nurs. 2016 May-Jun;32(3):224-34. 

Zafarnia N, Abbaszadeh A, Borhani F, Ebadi A, Nakhaee N. Moral competency: meta-competence 
of nursing care. Electron Physician. 2017 Jun 25;9(6):4553-4562.   

Cannaerts N, Gastmans C, Dierckx de Casterlé B. Contribution of ethics education to the ethical 
competence of nursing students: educators' and students' perceptions. Nurs Ethics. 2014 
Dec;21(8):861-78. 

 

Abstract Summary: 

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the effects of debate-based learning on moral sensitivity, moral 

judgment, and ethical decision making in the nursing ethics education. This study demonstrated that an 

debate-based learning for ethics education of undergraduate nursing students is very effective to promote 

ethical decision making. 

 

Content Outline: 

Purposes: Ethics is the application of values and moral rules to human activities and involves moral duty 

and obligation. The literature highlights key benefits from debate as a teaching-learning strategy for 

developing critical thinking and analytical skills while fostering teamwork and communication. The 

purpose of this study was to evaluate the effects of debate-based learning on moral sensitivity, moral 

judgment, and ethical decision making in the nursing ethics education. 

Methods: The study was a non-equivalent control group pretest-posttest design. This study was carried 
out from May 22 to July 28, 2017. Participants were sixty-four senior nursing students who assigned to 
either an debate-based learning group or traditional lecture group. Outcomes were measured moral 
sensitivity, moral judgment, and ethical decision making questionnaires. 

Results: There was a significant improvement in idealistic judgment of ethical decision making (p=.018) 
and realistic judgement of ethical decision making (p=.017) in the debate-based learning group than the 
traditional lecture group. However, moral sensitivity (p=.884), 4 stage scores of moral judgment (p=.833) 
and P score of moral judgment (p=.091) were not statistically significant between two groups. 

Conclusion: This study demonstrated that a debate-based learning for ethics education of undergraduate 
nursing students is very effective to promote ethical decision making. 
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